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Sociology    Examination Group: OCR

A LEVEL

This course provides students 
with the knowledge and 
skills needed to critically 
assess a range of social 
processes and institutions.  
They will learn about key 
Sociological theories from 
the 19th -21st Centuries and 
will develop an ability to 
apply different viewpoints 
to a diverse range of issues. 
Sociology also involves 
research methods and 
students will learn about  
a range of studies. 

This subject would go well 
with: History, Philosophy 
and Ethics and Geography. 
Studying Sociology can 
lead to careers including 
research, education  
and law.

Years 12 & 13 content
Unit 1; Socialisation, culture 
and identity: This first unit 
covers the processes 
involved in socialisation. A 
range of social institutions 
are studied as students 
explore how identity is 
socially constructed. 
Students also study media 
representations of gender, 
age, class and ethnicity 
alongside theories of media 
effects on audiences. This 
unit also looks at the role  
of the media in reporting  
and amplifying crime 
and deviance.

Unit 2; Research methods 
and researching social 
inequalities: Students 
consider how and why 
Sociologists conduct 
research. There will be 
opportunities for students to 
conduct their own small-
scale research designs. 
Social inequalities will also 
be considered with a focus 
on class, age, ethnicity and 
gender identities. Students 
will be taught to write 
extended, discursive essays 
integrating theory with 
evidence and examples.

Unit 3; Debates in 
contemporary society: This 
unit of the course introduces 
students to some of the 
key debates in Sociology. 
Students will learn to apply 
and evaluate a range of 
key theoretical positions. 
Two main topic areas will 
be covered - Globalisation 
and the Digital Social 
world alongside Education. 
Students will be able to 
reflect upon their own 
experiences and will 
learn to critically assess 
each topic in the light 
of recent and historical 
developments.

Assessment
Three externally assessed 
written exams
Paper 1: 1 hour and 30 
minutes
Paper 2 & 3: both 2 hours 
and 15 minutes

Pathways/Careers/ 
University courses
Sociology teaches students 
to become critical thinkers 
who develop an informed 
insight into the workings of 
society. Sociology develops 
great problem-solving 
abilities alongside the ability 
to analyse a range of data, 
report on the findings and 
make recommendations 
based on these findings. 
Sociology can lead to areas 
of employment such as 
health, criminology, law and 
economics. Sociology can 
also lead to further study 
progressing to careers such 
as teaching, journalism and 
public relations. 

Additionally, a range of 
government agencies and 
outreach organisations seek 
out sociologists for specialist 
research. Many sociologists 
go on to carve out careers 
as independent research 
consultants, examining 
trends in human behaviour 
for a variety of clients.

Entry Requirements
Students are required to 
have met the school’s A 
Level entry requirements.  
Students need to be mindful 
of the fact that the subject 
involves a great deal of 
reading and extended 
written work.

For more information see  
Mr Sadler 
Leader of Social Sciences




