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Philosophy    Examination Group: AQA

A LEVEL

This is a course that 
develops both depth of 
thought and breadth of 
understanding. 

What is real?
Why should we follow rules?
What is knowledge?
What is evil?

If these questions interest 
you, choose Philosophy.

Philosophy is concerned 
with ultimate questions of 
meaning and purpose, 
such as the nature of truth. 

Ethics is the study of right 
and wrong, and will help 
students analyse some 
of the moral problems 
facing society today, 
including whether it is right 
to kill animals or whether 
simulated killing is ethical. 

The course will develop a 
range of skills, including 
enquiry, interpretation, 
analysis and reasoning. 

Students should enjoy in-
depth thinking, even where 
there is no definite answer, 
and learning through 
discussion and debate. 
Philosophy A Level provides 
a good foundation to many 
university courses and 
careers, ranging from Law 
and Journalism to Teaching. 
It is also a good basis for  
the Social Sciences.
This A Level helps you 
develop excellent 
communication and critical 

thinking skills.
Year 12 content
Unit 1: Epistemology; 
The theory of knowledge. 
Can we ever know what is 
rea? 
Can we trust our senses to 
inform us what the world  
is like?

Unit 2: Moral Philosophy: 
Exploring different moral 
theories and how they 
determine what is the right 
and wrong thing to do. The 
course looks at Utilitarianism,
Kantism and Virtue ethics. 
These theories are applied 
to scenarios such as lying, 
simulated killing and other 
real world situations.

Year 13 content
Unit 3: Metaphysics of the 
mind: 
What is the mind? 
Is our mind simply a by 
product of a physical brain 
operating a body or is there 
something more to it? 
Exploring the idea of 
consciousness.

Unit 4: Metaphysics of God: 
Evaluating arguments 
about the existence of 
a divine being. These 
arguments have been 
around for centuries. They 
do not necessarily prove the 
existence of a biblical God. 
The main arguments are the 
Ontological, Teleological 
and Cosmological. 
You will also explore the 
problem of evil which is seen 
as the strongest argument 

against an all loving deity.
Assessment
100% Examination at end  
of Year 2

Pathways/Careers/ 
University courses
The study of Philosophy is 
a very good mix with other 
subjects.
There are many courses 
which are joint Philosophy 
including Maths, Science 
and English Literature.

Entry Requirements
Students must have  met the  
School’s entry requirements. 
A Grade 5 in English GCSE is 
recommended.

For more information see  
Mrs Tyler,
Leader of Religion, Values  
& Ethics

THE ONLY TRUE WISDOM 
IS IN KNOWING YOU 

KNOW NOTHING

THE UNEXAMINED L IFE IS 
NOT WORTH L IV ING

THERE IS  ONLY ONE 
GOOD, KNOWLEDGE, AND 

ONE EVIL ,  IGNORANCE
                                                                                                               

– Socrates




