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BTEC & CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL COURSES

The course focuses on the 
development of students 
skills as Musical Theatre 
Performers. It develops 
students’ vocal and physical 
skills through workshops in 
movement, dance, acting 
and singing. The BTEC Level 
3 Extended Certificate in 
Performance is a two-year 
vocational qualification 
equivalent to one A Level. 
This qualification will suit 
those students who are 
interested in learning about 
the performing arts sector, 
those who would like to 
pursue a career in performing 
arts, and those who would 
enjoy a creative and 
practical subject to balance 
their A-Level curriculum. 
The course is suitable for 
students who have studied 
a performing arts course as 
part of their GCSEs and/or 
those who have experience 
of performing arts classes 
outside of school.
Years 12 content
Unit 34: Developing Skills and 
Techniques for Performance:
Students will develop 
knowledge of the roles 
and skills of a musical 
theatre performer by 
exploring topics such as; 
training and qualification 
routes, working conditions 
and lifestyle factors, and 
professional development 
and career opportunities in 
the Arts Practical study in 
this unit requires students to 
develop appropriate skills & 
techniques in a performing 
arts discipline(s). Students 

will participate in regular 
workshops, classes and 
exercises to develop the 
necessary technical, practical 
and interpretive performance 
skills to help succeed when 
performing in front of a live 
audience. Students will take 
part in two live performances 
in different styles/disciplines, 
which they will then review 
and evaluate. 
Unit 27: Musical Theatre 
Techniques:
Students will explore musical 
theatre as a performance 
style, looking at the history 
and development of musical 
theatre and studying a variety 
of West End and Broadway 
Musicals.
Through practical workshops 
they will develop the skills 
to be a musical theatre 
performer. Students will be 
expected to participate in 
technique classes, rehearsals 
and a final group musical 
theatre performance.

Years 13 content
Two Optional Units:
The final two units are 
optional and will be chosen 
according to student interest 
and strengths within the class. 
These include: 
Acting Styles
Developing the Voice 
for Performance
Tap Dance, Jazz Dance
Street Dance
Contemporary Dance
Choreography Live 
Performance
Singing Techniques  
for Performance.

Unit 3: Group Performance:
Students are expected to 
respond to a given stimulus 
as part of a group (set by the 
exam board), using research, 
discussion and practical 
exploration to develop & 
create performance material 
lasting 10 – 20 minutes to a 
live audience. Students will be 
able to pick one or more of 
the disciplines, dance, acting, 
musical theatre to work in.
Assessment
Assessment is conducted 
through the two-year 
programme. Four units are 
internally assessed through 
coursework. Coursework 
includes live performances, 
practical workshop videos 
and written portfolios. The 
final unit is externally assessed 
by the exam board through 
a video performance and a 
written reflection logbook.

Pathways/Careers/ 
University courses
The course provides students 
with an excellent foundation 
of knowledge and practical 
skills which will prepare them 
for further study of Dance, 
Drama or Musical Theatre 
at both university and 
performing arts vocational 
training colleges.
Entry Requirements
Students are required to  
have met the School’s  
entry requirements.
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