
 

 

 

 

 

 

22 September 2021 

 
Official Sensitive 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

As you are aware the Department of Education has now issued guidance in response to the decision of the 

Chief Medical Officer to extend the vaccination programme to 12 to 15 year olds. 

 

They have confirmed that all children aged 12-15 are now being offered a first dose of the Covid-19 

vaccination with the aim of reducing the need for children to have time off school and to reduce the risk of the 

spread of Covid-19 within schools. 

 

There has been much speculation about this programme and I wanted to let you know about the process and 

organisation at Hedingham School. 

 

Firstly, we have been approached by the School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS), who have responsibility for 

offering Covid-19 vaccines to children and young people. Therefore, the legal accountability of the whole 

process sits with the SAIS and not with the school. 

 

What Role will the School play? 

We have three primary roles: 

 to provide information to their SAIS provider on which children on their roll are eligible for the 

vaccine. 

 to share the information leaflet, consent form and invitation letter supplied by the SAIS team with 

parents and children. 

 to provide the space within school, and the time away from the timetable, to enable vaccinations to 

take place. 

 

When will Vaccinations take place at Hedingham School? 

Vaccination appointments for 12-15 year olds will be conducted on the 28 and 29 September 2021.  This 

will be organised during the school day at specific time slots. 

 

Consent 

The vaccination is not mandatory.  Parents will be asked for their consent for the vaccination. Consent will be 

sought through the vaccination team, and parents will be provided a contact number for the SAIS in case of 

any queries.  All parents are asked for consent and will usually make the decision jointly with their children. 

 

For any children absent on the vaccination day, there will be catch-up arrangements in place.  

 

What about those children turning 12 years of age within the school year, after the date of the 

vaccination session?  

SAIS providers will vaccinate all children aged 12 years and over on the day of the school visit. A follow-up 

offer will be made to any children who miss the first vaccination in their school. 

 

Will 16 and 17-year-olds be vaccinated in schools?  

16 and 17 year-olds are already being offered a vaccination through the adult vaccination system.    

 

The guidance is available via the following links:  

 COVID-19 children’s programme guidance and leaflets from Public Health England 

 Vaccine Knowledge project 

 the World Health Organisation’s Mythbusters page 

 the Check Before You Share Toolkit 

 Health Publications website to order and download COVID-19 publications 

 information on the COVID-19 vaccines 

 information on the COVID-19 vaccination programme 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/covid-19-vaccination-programme
https://vk.ovg.ox.ac.uk/vk/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://dcmsblog.uk/check-before-you-share-toolkit/
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/Home.html
https://coronavirus-yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/productinformation


 

 

 

I hope that this provides you with some clarity and reassurance about the school-based vaccination 

programme.  An invitation letter and a link to the consent form will be sent later today.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mr A Harvison 

Headteacher 

 

 

  

 


