
 

 

 

 

  

22 October 2021 

 

 
Official Sensitive 
 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

As always, I hope you and your family are keeping well. 

 

The half-term break is approaching and I wanted to provide you with an update in relation to ‘school life’ and also 

a summary of events for the rest of the Autumn Term. 

 

I have been extremely pleased with the manner in which students have approached school since returning from 

the summer holidays.  The vast majority of students have shown a high level of self-discipline and respect during 

their lessons and around the school.  We all appreciate the challenges that students have faced over the last 18 

months and we have been very proud of the way they have dealt with this.  The school structure and support 

systems continually evolve to meet the needs of our students.  As a school, we have looked at ways to address 

progress gaps, whilst also considering the well-being of students as they return back to a normal school routine.  

Many subject areas have modified the curriculum to ensure that key knowledge is secured before moving to the 

next phase.  Intervention and ‘catch-up’ is integrated within our school day, supported with additional time after 

school. Also, we are delighted that the school extra-curricular programme has attracted many students, 

participating in a variety of activities.  The current list of clubs can be accessed on the school website. 

 

Students in the school Sixth Form have been extremely proactive and we now have a number of leadership 

positions including subject ambassadors, peer mentors and a very strong events team.  After a successful 

MacMillan Coffee morning key members of the fundraising team are now working with all form groups in the 

school to launch ‘Operation Christmas’, creating shoe boxes of gifts for vulnerable families and children.   

 

I have also had the pleasure this week of attending ‘Celebration assemblies’ where students are awarded subject 

stars for their efforts in lessons.  This take place every half-term to recognise the fantastic work of our students. 

 

Personal Development: 

As you are aware, we have implemented a structured Personal Development programme which addresses Living 

in the Modern World, Health and Well-Being and Relationships.  This is an age appropriate scheme of work which 

is delivered during the 30-minute session each morning (along with an assembly and a reading day). 

 

The Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) is the statutory part of the programme for all secondary school 

students.  We have allocated time in Personal Development sessions for this to be covered but we have also 

introduced ‘Focus’ mornings during the course of the year.  Mr Nash has sent out separate information to all 

parents regarding the content included.  Please take time to read the information.  There is also an opportunity to 

feedback any comments in relation to the programme that we are offering. 

 

Covid-19 Update: 

As a school, we continue to track and monitor positive Covid-19 cases within the school. The identification of 

Covid-19 through regular testing is key to ensuring that the transmission of the virus is kept to a minimum.  Like 

all schools, we are working hard to provide relevant and appropriate work for all students who are absent 

through Covid-19.  Again, communication with us is important, particularly in relation to the health of your 

son/daughter.  Finally, please continue the home testing during the half-term period and report any positive cases 

through our school Covid-19 reporting email as follows:  CovidReporting@hedingham.essex.sch.uk 

 

Essex Track and Trace will contact you and advise on the necessary action you need to take.  A senior member of 

staff at the school will then telephone you on Monday 1 November after half-term to provide support and 

guidance, notably with Home Learning. 

 

mailto:CovidReporting@hedingham.essex.sch.uk


 

Safeguarding: 

If you have any safeguarding concerns over half-term, please contact: Essex Children’s Safeguarding Board on 0345 

603 7627 (this service can signpost you to appropriate local support). 

 

The Emotional Wellbeing Hub (EWMHS) can be contacted on 0345 600 2090. They are available Monday to 

Friday, 8.00 am to 7.30 pm. You can visit the Emotional Wellbeing Gateway website for more information and to 

make an online referral.  Furthermore, Family Solutions can be contacted on 0345 603 7627. This service can 

assist with supporting families through difficult and challenging times.  

 

Finally, as you are all aware, the challenges of dealing with Covid-19 are still evident.  We have managed to 

maintain a fairly consistent programme for all students, however, there have been days where staff absence has 

been high.  We work very closely with supply teacher agencies and currently have 3 full-time cover supervisors 

and 1 part-time.  Supply agencies have been depleted this term because of the demand from all schools, therefore, 

securing regular, consistent teachers has been challenging.  Whilst we have not endured the staffing issues of 

other schools, we are mindful that continuity has been effected in some subject areas.  I would like to reassure 

you that we are reviewing student programmes on a daily basis to ensure minimum disruption in learning. 

 

Events: 

Parents’ Evenings    - Year 13 Parents’ Evening, 3 November  

Year 7 Parents’ Evenings, 24 and 25 November 

 

Year 9 University Taster Day Trip  - 10 November  

 

Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening  - Thursday 11 November – 6.00 pm via our website 

 

Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Exams  - Weeks beginning 6 and 12 December 

 

School closed (Additional Bank Holiday) - Friday 26 November 

 

There is an updated school calendar on our website under News and Events. 

 

I wish all our students an enjoyable and relaxing break.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mr A Harvison 

Headteacher 

 

 

  


