
 

 

17 July 2020 

 
Official Sensitive 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your efforts over the last few months.  As parents, I know that you 

have all been faced with difficult circumstances, not only with supporting your son/daughter with Home 

Learning, but with other personal challenges during the Covid-19 period.  Obviously, as a school, we have 

been pleased with how our students have responded and we are very proud of their achievements.  All tutors 

have spoken to most students and parents over the last two weeks to praise them for their commitment and 

also provide reassurance for the September return.  I would like to thank you for all the positive feedback that 

we have received.  All Hedingham staff are looking forward to seeing the students in September in order for 

us all to resume normal education.  If you have a few moments during the summer break, please refer to the 

staff video which will be posted on the school facebook page and school website.  Furthermore, we are keen 

to meet our new students in Year 7 and welcome them into our school. 

 

I have attached to this letter the guidance for parents and students for the September return. The whole 

planning process has been conducted using the Government guidelines which were distributed on the 2 July.  

The main priority is to ensure that students and staff in the school are safe within the school environment.  

We also want to ensure that we can offer a full curriculum experience for our students.  Obviously, there will 

be some modification of provision, for example, activities in PE. 

 

In the attached document, you will see that the organisational structure of the school has been changed to 

adhere to key safety principles.  The school will operate in Year Group bubbles which will minimise contact 

and mixing in the wider school population.  We have created ‘social zones’ for year groups and one-way 

systems in the school. 

 

The system will run smoothly if all members of the school community conform to the behaviour expectations 

of the school.  Please discuss this with your son/daughter and highlight the need to maintain strict personal 

hygiene and conduct around the school building.  An updated summary of the Behaviour Policy will be available 

on the school website.  The Year 10 and Year 12 students, who have attended school recently, have been 

excellent ‘role models’ and their overall approach to the new structure has been exemplary.   

 

Furthermore, we are working closely with our team of staff to implement a ‘recovery curriculum’ for 

September 2020.  The curriculum has been based on three key principles: 

 

Reconnect: Focus on building positive relationships, re-establishing normal routines, addressing student 

well-being and motivation. 

 

Recovery: Focus on curriculum delivery, addressing progress gaps, additional support through catch-up 

sessions, all building confidence. 

 

Resilience: Focus on building resilience in learning, preparing for future challenges, developing 

independence in learning. 

 

To support the learning and progress in classrooms, there will be a programme of catch-up support available.  

We are currently formulating a programme which will be distributed to all students in September.  We will 

continue the use of Microsoft Teams which will provide us with a valuable resource to deliver support 

sessions at all levels. 

 

Transport guidelines will be posted on the school website and the bus operator will also provide information 

to parents before the September start.  Once again, students must ensure that they follow the guidelines 

clearly and not compromise the health and safety of themselves or others.  Students will be required to sit in 

Year Group zones which will be visible on buses.  Students should then stay in their seat for the duration of 

the journey.  Bus companies will operate a strict system and will not tolerate poor behaviour on buses. 

 



Students will be expected to wear normal school uniform on return to school in September.  Government 

guidance indicates that uniform does not need to be cleaned any more than usual.  However, there is one 

temporary change to expectations: 

 

 For students with a practical PE or Dance lesson on a particular day, we will allow students to wear 

PE kit all day.  This must be the regulation Hedingham PE kit (see Behaviour Policy for details) 

 

Finally, the Government is very clear that all students should return to school from September.  The normal 

rules of attendance will apply.  We will, of course, work with students and families where there are any 

barriers to full attendance, but we do expect all students to return unless they are self-isolating (in accordance 

with Covid-19 advice) or under specific medical guidelines. 

 

In August, key information will be posted on our website for parents which will provide full details of our 

provision and systems for September.  I will also write to you again at this time.  If there are further changes in 

the guidance, I will update you at this time. 

 

Over the summer holidays it will be important to take some time out and have a welcome break from all the 

challenges of schooling. Students, parents and staff have endured a very intensive period of time which has 

required adaptability and resilience.  We have all been tested at some level. Therefore, we all need a summer 

break to recover and then prepare ourselves for September. 

 

If you need to contact the school, then please telephone on 01787 460470 with your query and we will 

endeavour to respond as soon as we are able to.  Mr Nash has already provided key contact details if there 

are safeguarding concerns during the summer break. 

 

As we approach September, we are going to require a close partnership between the school and parents.  The 

building of positive relations and strong communication will be crucial.  We all look forward to seeing the 

students and returning to full school life.   

 

I wish you all a restful and relaxing summer break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr A Harvison 

Headteacher 
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