
 

 

 

 

  
Official 

 

25 February 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

Covid-19 Testing 

 

We are delighted with the Prime Minister’s announcement that students will be returning to schools from the 

8 March.  Whilst we have worked hard to ensure our online offer of remote education has been as successful 

as possible given the circumstances, nothing can quite replace face to face teaching.  We are currently working 

on organisational factors to ensure that student return is as smooth as possible.  Over the last few days we 

have been working on the guidance that sets out expectations for secondary school mass testing. 

 

Guidance indicates that prior to students returning to the classroom, they must have carried out a Lateral 

Flow Device Test in school.  That test needs to be proven negative prior to that student being able to access 

the classroom.  Two subsequent in school tests are then required, which can take place when students are 

back in school.  The purpose of the 3 “in-school” tests are to ensure that staff on site can support and educate 

students on how to conduct the test accurately.  Following this period, students and parents will be required 

to conduct regular testing at home (more guidance to follow).  We have put together a video showing how 

the tests are carried out and this may be viewed by parents and students via our website under the Covid-19 

section.   

 

The logistical implications for schools is significant.  Currently, we are considering how we can do this as 

quickly and effectively as possible, whilst maintaining the strict safety structures within our risk assessment.     

 

We are planning to start the testing process (ie first test) with some year groups on Friday 5 March 2021.  

Testing will then continue into the week beginning 8 March, with a view of a full student return by 

Wednesday 10 March.  This requires a vast amount of organisation during these days and a considerable 

amount of tests conducted.  Therefore, parents will need to book a test slot, transport students to school at 

this time and then return home with the student to await the test result. 

  

Of course, on the days that students are not on site, we will continue to provide a remote educational 

provision in the format that students are familiar with.    

 

Therefore, parents and guardians will need to complete the electronic Consent Form by 8.00 

am on Monday 1 March 2021.   

 

Covid-19 Consent 

 

In order to make this process as smooth as possible, we need to ask parents and students aged 16+ to provide 

consent for the 3 in school tests.  This will allow us to finalise our arrangements for testing as soon as 

possible. For those who do not give consent, they will still return to school at the same time as their peers.  

However, we see a real communal value to having a well-represented testing programme so to ensure that we 

pick up as many asymptomatic cases of Covid as possible.  This will support us in ensuring that we can 

continue to provide an uninterrupted educational offer in the building and hopefully see the back of school 

closures.   

 

What if your child uses our on-site provision at the moment? 

Please make sure you tick the appropriate box on the electronic Consent Form if your child uses our on-site 

key worker provision.  In school provision for these students will continue as normal through the mass 

testing days.  

 

 

 



 

 

What if a student tests positive? 

Participating staff and students who test positive will be informed about their results individually. Where 

participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be notified. If the test returns a positive result 

the student will have to self-isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and Trace. 

 

Do I have to take a Covid Test? 

Please be aware that students do not have to take a test, however, we strongly recommend in the interests 

of everyone’s safety that you do so and therefore we would encourage you to complete the electronic 

Consent Form. 

 

Please ensure you read the contents of this letter carefully and that you have completed the electronic 

Consent Form to have your child tested in school.  We are unable to conduct any testing without this.  

Please be aware that if we have not received your consent, it will not be possible to include your 

child in our testing programme. 

 

We are really looking forward to having students back with us.  I will write to you all early next week to provide 

you with specific details related to the finalised testing and re-opening programme. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mr A Harvison 

Headteacher 

  


