
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 January 2023 

 

 
Official Sensitive 

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian  

 

I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and a well-deserved rest.  It is an important time to reflect and set 

ourselves new goals and targets to achieve.  This is indeed the message we have presented to our students in 

their introductory assemblies and Personal Development time. 

 

As you all know, our school motto is ‘Ready, Respect, Safe’ and this provides the school community with a 

structure to build our expectations and standards upon.  Mr Nash emphasised to the students that ‘respect’, 

for all members of the school community, is a central feature of Hedingham School’s culture.  We also want to 

recognise students who demonstrate these qualities on a consistent basis.  It was so pleasing to see the large 

amount of students receiving ‘subject stars’ in the celebration assemblies, as well as the letters of recognition 

in relation to excellent behaviour. 

 

Furthermore, we have introduced a ‘tutee of the week’ which will be nominated by the form tutor.  In Key 

Stage 3, the student conduct cards have also been modified to focus on positive behaviour, recording House 

points only. 

 

I am also pleased to report that the vast majority of students have responded well to our uniform and mobile 

phone expectations.  We will continue to work with the students to ensure that standards are maintained. 

 

On Friday, the students received an assembly which focussed on the health risks associated with vaping.  This 

is part of our health education programme.  It was also made very clear that ‘vaping’ on the school site will 

result in serious sanctions.  Again, we must work together as a school community and support each other to 

make the right judgements. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

As stated in my last few letters, this is a key area of priority for all members of the school.  We understand 

that there has been a rise in flu-like symptoms during recent weeks and this has disrupted attendance patterns.  

However, students need to be in school if they are well enough.  We have a very short half-term so we need 

to maximise all the time that we have, notably with our upper school students.  Also, please ensure that 

students arrive on time to school and maintain this during the day.  This was also a focal point in the 

introductory assemblies.  Year Leaders are following up any students who are continually late to school or 

lessons. 

 

As a school, we look forward to another busy term.  We continue to participate and compete in a variety of 

sporting events and students will be performing in our whole school production, ‘Rock of Ages’, at the end of 

term. 

 

Key Dates 

Year 8 Face-to-Face with Careers:  11 January  

Careers in the Curriculum:  Week beginning 23 January 

Year 8 RSE morning:   24 January 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening:   26 January 

Year 10 Apprenticeship Fair:  1 February 

Year 11 Sixth Form Interviews:  1 February 

Year 10 CV and Letter Writing morning: 2 and 3 February 

Inter-House Sports Week:  Week beginning 6 February 

Year 7 RSE morning:   8 February 

Year 11 Targeted Parents’ Evening:  9 February TBC 



 

 

Year 10 World of Work day:  2 March 

Year 13 Parents’ Evening:   2 March TBC 

Year 10 Jack Petchey Speak-Out:  3 March 

Year 10 Mock Interview sessions:  8 and 9 March 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening:   9 March 

Year 11 Dress-up Day:   17 March 

Year 9 Guided Choice Presentation to  

   Parents:    23 March 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening:   23 March 

Inter-House Sports Week:  Week beginning 27 March  

Year 11 Thorpe Park trip:   29 March (To be confirmed) 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support with all aspects of school life. 

 

I hope you have a great week! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mr A Harvison 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


