
15 July 2021 

Official Sensitive 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

I hope you are all well and looking forward to a return to normality in your lives. 

As we approach the end of another challenging term I am writing to provide you with the details for the next 

academic year.   

We have received updated guidance from the DfE which relates to Stage 4 of the roadmap and, more importantly, 

information related to September.  I have summarised the key points below (from September 2021). 

 Schools will no longer be required to keep students in consistent bubbles

 From 16 August, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they

are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive Covid-19 case.  Instead, they will

be advised to take a PCR test

 Face coverings will no longer be advised for students, staff and visitors either in the classroom or

communal areas

 The DfE recommends that face coverings should be worn on school and public buses, when prevalence is

high.  Therefore, we will update all parents close to the start of term when we have a clearer view of the

regional position.

 DfE has recommended that all students should complete two Lateral Flow tests 3 to 5 days apart, before

returning to school.  The new Year 7 students will receive two on-site tests.  Details of this will be sent

separately.  All other students will continue to test at home

The proposal is to remove ‘bubbles’ and Year group ‘social zones’ but we have set up a system where we can 

revert to Year group bubbles if we need to. 

As a school, we have evaluated the situation and finalised arrangements for next year.  The school day will 

operate with the normal pre-Covid-19 timings: 

Start of day: 8.40 am 

End of day: 3.15 pm 

All year groups will receive 5 1-hour lessons and a 30-minute Personal Development session.  The structure of 

the school day is detailed below and will differ according to the Year group of your son/daughter.   

The key features of the day are as follows: 

 Start of Day:  Personal Development Session (30-minutes)

 All students will receive 20-minutes break in the morning

 Split lunch (45-minutes – 2 sittings)

 All form/tutor groups will continue with the Year group structure

 Each Year group will have a Year Leader and a team of tutors

 House system will still operate (with a range of House events and competitions)

Time Years 7, 10, 12 and 13 Time Years 8, 9 and 11 

8:40-9:10 Personal Development 8:40-9:10 Personal Development 

9:10-10:10 Period 1 9:10-10:10 Period 1 

10:10-11:10 Period 2 10:10-11:10 Period 2 

11:10-11:30 Break 11:10-11:30 Break 

11:30-12:30 Period 3 11:30-12:30 Period 3 

12:30-13:15 Lunch 12:30-13:30 Period 4 

13:15-14:15 Period 4 13:30-14:15 Lunch 

14:15-15:15 Period 5 14:15-15:15 Period 5 



The start of the day (Personal Development session) is an important session for us to ensure that students are 

fully prepared for the day ahead.  Therefore, there will be consistent checks on uniform and equipment. All 

students will follow a ‘Personal Development’ scheme of work which will address the essential life skills that 

students require.  This session has become even more significant as we move into the ‘recovery’ stage of Covid-

19. It also allows us to provide age appropriate activities and create opportunities for intervention and support

for our upper school students.

We will continue to operate a House system and maintain the events associated with this, for example, the Inter-

Arts House Festival and Sports Day. 

This year, we have found that the ‘split lunch’ has provided students with more space around the school.  This has 

led to a calmer break for students.  Alongside this, we have plans to build a ‘roof’ over the Quad area of the 

school which will provide shelter outside the main hall.  This will hopefully be completed in September. 

Curriculum 

All subject teachers have been planning their own subject curriculum for the September start.  Most subject areas 

will continue with the year appropriate curriculum offer but will revisit key knowledge areas in the process.  This 

will address any ‘gaps’ in understanding as the year evolves.  Once again, additional support and intervention will 

be provided through targeted work in the lessons and also the after-school ‘catch-up’ programme. 

More specifically, we have been able to increase our provision at post-16 to create appropriate pathways for our 

students.  There is also an additional period of RE in the Key Stage 3 curriculum (now ‘2’ lessons per fortnight).  

This is to ensure we cover curriculum requirements and we have rebranded the subject, Religion, Values and 

Ethics (RVE). 

Uniform 

As you are all aware, due to Covid-19 restrictions, there has been a need to adopt a flexible approach to the 

uniform requirements. In September, we will be returning to our traditional Hedingham expectations.  Students 

will wear school uniform every day and will change into PE and Dance kit in the school changing rooms.  Please 

ensure that you read the Uniform expectations on the school website, with particular attention to footwear. 

Students will be required to wear formal black, flat 'traditional' school shoes and not black trainers.  If you have 

any questions related to uniform, please contact the Year Leader in the first instance. 

Form Group 

Your child has been informed of their new form tutor and House for the next academic year. In consultation with 

students, these changes have been made to ensure each form group has the opportunity to compete in a range of 

Inter-House activities as one collective House along with appropriate groupings for Personal Development 

Education.  

Safeguarding 

During the final week of term, all students have received guidance in supporting their summer safety. This includes 

how to access the on-line counselling service Kooth and Shout.   

If you have any safeguarding concerns over the summer break, please contact: 

Essex Children’s Safeguarding Board on 0345 603 7627 (this service can signpost you to appropriate local 

support) 

The Emotional Wellbeing Hub (EWMHS) can be contacted on 0345 600 2090. They are available Monday to 

Friday, 8.00 am to 7.30 pm. You can visit the Emotional Wellbeing Gateway website for more information and to 

make an online referral.  Furthermore, Family Solutions can be contacted on 0345 603 7627. This service can 

assist with supporting families through difficult and challenging times. 

Testing 

Testing is still an important part of the Government strategy.  As a school, we will provide two on-site LFD tests 

for all our new Year 7 students at the start of term.  Separate details have already been sent to the parents of 

Year 7 students. 

All other students in the school will be advised to conduct two LFD tests at home before they return to school 

on Friday 3 September (3-5 days apart).  Home kits have been given out to all students this week.  Obviously, this 

only applies to parents who have provided consent.   



The two LFD tests prior to starting school in September should be reported in the normal way: 

 Please use the following link to report your LFD test results:  https://forms.office.com/r/aPAPGdEtM8

 Only use the following email address: covidreporting@hedingham.essex.sch.uk  to report a positive

LFD test result.  A member of staff will contact you to discuss the specific details

However, any positive LFD test result should be reported to Public Health England after 

Wednesday 21 July, not the school. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the whole school community for your unwavering support this year.  

There have been immense challenges but, as always, we continue to work collectively to ensure that all students 

are cared for, both academically, and personally.  Hedingham School has a very strong ‘culture’ which is based on 

respect for all members of the school community. 

I am looking forward to September and the prospect and excitement of a normal educational environment. 

Have wonderful holiday! 

Yours sincerely 

Mr A Harvison 

Headteacher 
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