
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

16 December 2021 

 

 
Official Sensitive 

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

As we approach the end of another challenging term it is important to reflect on the considerable progress 

that the students and the school community have made over this period of time. 

 

As stated previously, the key priority for us at Hedingham has been to provide a structured and safe 

environment, whilst returning to a full curriculum for all of our students.  We have been very pleased with the 

‘continuity’ of learning we have been able to provide, despite periods of high staff absence.  It is critical for our 

students to reconnect with all the educational systems and, maintaining stability, is an important element. 

 

We have different priorities for each year group in the school and staff are working hard to ensure that 

students are progressing towards them. 

 

As a Headteacher, one of my key principles is to provide students with a holistic educational experience which 

broadens the horizons of each individual.  Therefore, a significant aspect of school life is our enrichment 

programme and activities beyond the curriculum.  We have been able to accommodate most of our planned 

extra-curricular trips and our in-school programme continues to grow.  Students have missed out on these 

experiences over the last 2 years so we have been determined to reintroduce as many events as possible. 

 

Highlights: 

• Years 7 and 8 Colchester Zoo trips 

• Year 11 Careers Fayre 

• Year 6 Open Mornings (supported by our Year 11 Prefects and Sixth Form subject ambassadors) 

• Year 11 Sixth Form Market Place 

• Years 9, 10 and 11 RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) sessions 

• Year 7 Careers morning 

• George Elokobi Day – ex-professional Football player 

• Visiting Speakers/Companies:  English, Drama, Dance, Science 

• Christmas Music Show – all years 

• Christmas Dance Show – all years 

• Charity Events – all years 

 

Also, a key feature of this term has been the introduction of our ‘Personal Development’ programme which 

takes place in the 30 minutes session at the beginning of the day.  Students have explored many areas including 

anti-racism, anti-bullying and kindness.  We have been pleased with the number of students who have 

recognised an act of kindness by their peers, through our ‘orange box’ system.  It was also great to see so 

many students receiving Subject Stars at the virtual celebration assembly. 

 

Events (next half-term): 

• Year 11 English GCSE Workshops – 11 January  

• Year 8 RSE Morning – 11 January 

• Year 8 Face-to-Face with Careers Day – 12 January 

• Year 12 Parents’ Evening – 12 January 

• Year 10 BTECH Examination – 13 January  

• Music Workshop – Years 9 and 10 – 20 January  

• Careers in the Curriculum – all years – w/b 24 January 

• Year 7 RSE Morning – 25 January  



 

 

• Year 11 and Sixth Form Photos – w/b 31 January 

• Year 10 Apprenticeship Fair, Braintree – 1 February 

• Year 10 CV and Letter Writing Mornings – 2 and 3 February 

• Performing Arts Musical Trip – 9 February 

• Year 11 Parents’ Evenings – 9 February 

 

Essex Well-Being 

We recognise that the experience of Covid and associated lockdowns has changed how we access and engage 

in the support that is available to us.  As a result, families and staff may be feeling confused or overwhelmed 

when navigating to find the right help at the right time. The Essex Well-Being Service provides practical, 

emotional, health and wellbeing advice, supporting families to adapt to the 'new normal'.  Please refer to the 

website www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk for further information. 
  

Support for Vulnerable Families and Students 

Funding has been provided to support vulnerable families and adults this winter.  There are a range of 

initiatives in place to ensure help with household food and utility bills, essential items and emergency situations 

are provided for.  To find out more about how to access this support, please click on the following link: 

www.essex.gov.uk/money-debt-and-benefits/household-support-fund 

  

Safeguarding 
Safeguarding concerns should be referred directly to the following areas: 

 

Essex Children’s Safeguarding Board:  0345 603 7627 

Safeguarding email:  safe@hedingham.essex.sch.uk  (this email address will be checked 

intermittently over the Christmas holidays 

Safeguarding Lead:  David Nash    hed.nashd@hedingham.essex.sch.uk – 07764 339971 

 

Our School Business Manager, Helena Carter, is retiring at the end of this term.  She has been with us for 15 

years and she will be greatly missed.  Mrs Carter demonstrated enormous commitment during her time at 

Hedingham leaving behind her a ‘legacy’ of development, for example, the Student Support Centre and the 4G 

all-weather pitch (to name just a few!).  We wish her all the best in her retirement.  We are pleased to 

announce that we have appointed Sophie Hyde as the new School Business Manager, who takes up the post at 

the start of term.  Again, we look forward to having Mrs Hyde as part of our team. 

 

As always, please continue to encourage your son/daughter to follow Covid-19 safety measures, in particular, 

regular LFD testing during the holidays.  Please continue to report any positive cases via the school email 

address: covidreporting@hedingham.essex.sch.uk 

 

A reminder that on-site testing will take place on Tuesday 4 January and Wednesday 5 January 2022.  (Please 

refer to the correspondence from last week). 

 

I would like to thank all members of the school community for the invaluable support we have received over 

the last term.  I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and hope you enjoy some quality time with your 

family. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 

Mr A Harvison 

Headteacher 
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