
 

 

Key Stage 3 – YEAR 9 MUSIC          

Curriculum Map for Students 

  

 

 

 Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Topic 

Overview 

Band – ‘Popping and Rocking’ 

 

 

Song-writing – A Method of Self-Therapy? The Final Show 

Focus  Introduction to pop music skills  

 Many instrumental skills and techniques learnt in 

previous topics pull together to consolidate 

student learning 

 Exploring the ‘four chords’ formula as a starting 

point 

 Initial lessons deal with introducing students to 

‘their’ instrument, workshopping their speciality 

from a base-point 

 Applying knowledge into skill by working in small 

groups as a band using band instruments, 

performing Imagine Dragons ‘Radioactive’ 

 Exploring the purpose of song-writing: Why do we 

keep needing new songs when there are already so 

many? 

 How identity is found in song-writing? 

 Using knowledge and skills in the last topic, such as the 

‘four-chord’ formula, and extending further, such as 

developing an understanding of chord progressions, 

melody lines and riffs. 

 Working individually, pairs, and groups to create a 

‘song’ that reflects their identity, including showing 

justification that their song ‘connects’ to the audience 

 Introducing different methods of sharing music in a 

written form i.e. tab, lead sheet and notation 

 As a class, students plan, arrange and deliver a 

‘music show’ 

 Students decide what area of music from 

previous KS3 topics they want to perform and 

specialise in, from live performance to digital 

music (i.e. Dance or Minimalism) 

 Students continue working on the music 

covered in a previous topic, or select/create a 

new piece from this topic 

 Students are split into teams and given an area 

of the show to manage, from promotion, to 

set-up and sound/lighting 

 Introduction to GCSE/BTEC L2 Music criteria, 

covering criteria from Unit 2: Managing a 

Music Product (the product in this case is a 

show) 

Assessment  Quiz on Radioactive song to internalise the music 

in preparation for the performance element of the 

topic 

 Creating promotional items for the ‘show’ as an 

introduction to the music industry 

 Performing to the class in small groups on band 

instruments ‘Radioactive’ by Imagine Dragons 

 Working towards performance criteria found in 

BTEC L2/GCSE Music 

 

 Listening quizzes on pop music, with a case study on 

The Beatles ‘Let it Be’ 

 Working individually, in pairs and then moving into 

small groups to prepare a song that reflects their 

identity and connects to the audience 

 Produce sheet music of their song in order for other 

musicians to be able to perform their music 

 Students deliver a range of items to show 

evidence of their individual and group 

contribution to the show, in planning and 

delivery 

 All students will be involved in a music 

performance, either digitally or as a live 

performance 

 Criteria relates to that found in BTEC 

L2/GCSE Music 


