
 

 

  

Key Stage 3 - YEAR 9 HISTORY 

Curriculum Map for Students 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Overview WWI 

 

Rise of Hitler  

 

The Holocaust 

 

WWII 

 

The Cold War 

 

The Vietnam War  

Focus Students begin the 

year by investigating 

the first world war. 

They cover the 

alliance system, 

reasons for the 

outbreak of the war, 

life for soldiers in the 

trenches, the battle of 

the Somme, and the 

end of the war.  

Students focus on 

how surrender in 

WWI effected 

Germany, and how 

this led to the rise of 

Hitler and the Nazi’s. 

They will also focus 

on how the Nazi 

state functioned.  

Students will focus on 

the holocaust. As well 

as investigating how it 

happened and why, 

students will also 

look at the human 

impact. Looking at 

the stories of some 

key individuals 

involved in the 

holocaust. 

Students will 

investigate the second 

world war. Students 

will focus on turning 

points such as D-Day 

and the Battle of 

Britain. They will also 

investigate the impact 

the war had on the 

home front, looking 

at rationing and the 

blitz.  

Students will 

investigate the fallout 

from WWII, and how 

a new conflict began. 

They will focus on the 

difference between 

communism and 

capitalism while also 

looking at the action 

of the USA and USSR.  

Students will follow 

on from the cold war 

by looking at the 

Vietnam War. They 

will look at why 

American got 

involved and how the 

fighting took place. 

This topic also forms 

part of the GCSE 

course.  

Assessment ‘’Give a chronological 

explanation of how 

and why WWI 

ended’’   

 

 

Plus 

 

20 knowledge 

questions 

 

 

1 hour planning  

1 hour to write  

 

 

 
 

‘’Explain the 

importance of … on 

keeping control in 

Nazi Germany’’ 

 

 

Plus  

 

20 knowledge 

questions  

 

 

1 hour planning  

1 hour to write  

 

‘’How useful are 

primary sources for 

investigating the 

holocaust’’ 

 

 

Plus  

 

20 knowledge 

questions  

 

 

1 hour planning  

1 hour to write  

 

‘’Explain why the 

allies won WWII’’ 

 

 

 

 

Plus  

 

20 knowledge 

questions  

 

 

1 hour planning  

1 hour to write  

 

End of year assessment 

‘’ … was the most significant event of the 20th 

century’’ How far do you agree? 

 

 

 

Plus 

 

Knowledge test of content from the whole 

year. 

 

 

1 hour planning  

1 hour to write  

 

 


