
 

 

Key Stage 3 – YEAR 7 MUSIC          

Curriculum Map for Students 

 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Topic 

Overview 

Singing – ‘Singing is not Minging’ 

 

 

Blues – The world of Blues music Dance Music – Following the Footsteps 

Focus  The first topic in secondary school music is 

establishing an instrument all students can access 

and use throughout their lives, ‘the voice’. 

 Personal skills, such as confidence and teamwork 

are developed through whole class and small 

group vocals lessons to build  

 Initially using the voice in a traditional sense, and 

then broadening to reproduce whole songs using 

extended techniques such as beatboxing 

 Using a case study as an exemplar piece and to 

work on in small groups. 

 

 Exploring what Blues music is and its history, including 

the wider impact on music that is familiar to students 

i.e. pop 

 Introduction to the piano/keyboard 

 What are the fundamentals of blues? Learning by 

playing Blues elements on keyboards, such as the 12 

bar blues, the blues scale and improvisation 

 Consolidating these features by learning a blues piece 

of music, Jackass Blues 

 Developing other aspects of Blues, such as playing 

along to backing beats and, for some, creating a blues 

band to experience playing different instruments 

typical of the style. 

 With Blues as a set composition brief in year 10/11, 

this composing topic prepares students for Music as 

an Option 

 Utilising the back-story and music of an ex-school 

student to engage students; inspire their interest in 

club dance music; and as a point of analysis 

(listening tasks) for subsequent lessons. 

 Exploring different types of dance music, such as 

Grime, Dubstep and House music. 

 Developing music technology skills by using 

browser based sequencing and sampling software 

to create club dance tracks 

 Using DJ decks and other hardware (Launchpads) 

to ‘realise’ their compositions in a live setting 

 With Dance Music as a set composition brief in 

year 10/11, this composing topic prepares students 

for Music as an Option 

Assessment  Verbal formative feedback given during term, 

with a summative assessment and final feedback 

given at the end 

 End of term performance of a specific song given 

to students a cappella (ie Billie Jean) 

 As an extension, more-able students will attempt 

a more challenging song 

 Each student should have an individual part/role, 

sustained throughout their performance 

 Assessment also refers to simple musical 

elements and performance skills, as discussed in 

lessons prior. 

 Verbal and written formative feedback given during 

term, with a summative assessment and final feedback 

given at the end 

 End of term performance Jackass Blues individually or 

in pairs on keyboards. 

 Working towards performance criteria, which 

includes some detail from GCSE/BTEC L2 Music. 

There are also links to the musical elements seen in 

the previous topic (singing). This helps students to 

discover that different types of music have very 

similar building blocks. 

 

 During the topic, students send work-in-progress 

to a real dance music producer (Max Wheeler), 

who listens to all compositions and gives formative 

feedback to students 

 Students’ music receives peer feedback  

 Compositions are mixed down and emailed to the 

teacher for students to receive summative grade 

and feedback 

 

 


