
 

 

18 May 2022 

 

Official Sensitive 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian  

Key Stage 3 End of Year Exams 

During the course of the academic year, students partake in a variety of assessments across all subjects. The 

information gathered from these is used to inform student progress across the year. When students reach Key 

Stage 4 (Year 10 and 11) assessments are then used to generate predicated grades for GCSE courses. In 2017 

changes were made to GCSE courses to increase the percentage weighting of examined units that count 

towards the final grade. Due to this, we feel it is important to prepare students for terminal style assessments 

by gaining practice at recalling knowledge from their long-term memory and in sitting several formal 

assessments over a short period of time. 

With this in mind, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will soon partake in their Key Stage 3 – End of Year Exams. 

These “exams” will take place during student’s normal lesson times over the next half term. In preparation for 

their in-lesson exams, students will be given 2-weeks’ notice by their respective class teachers so that they can 

start to carry out preparation and revision of the topics which will be assessed during this time. 

Students will take part in a formal assessment in most subjects during this period of time where their 

respective timetable and subject permits (e.g Design Technology is a 100% project-based qualification at GCSE 

so therefore students will not sit a terminal examination). Content included on these assessments may cover 

topics taught in their current or previous academic years. In order to aid student preparation, an 

accompanying document outlining what topics are being covered on these assessments is attached to this 

letter. Please note, in some subjects these exams may be formed of practical assessments of skills over several 

lessons, for example, Music. 

The outcomes of these assessments are designed to feed into our overall picture of student progress. 

Disruption caused through the past few academic years will be considered when using this information to help 

inform progress judgements. Whenever a ‘predicted grade’ is generated for a student, teachers always use a 

holistic overview of students progress across all of the work completed during their studies and these 

assessments will simply slot in as an additional piece of evidence. 

Practice in advance of terminal assessments is an important step in preparing students for the style of 

assessment they can expect at GCSE and beyond, and getting students comfortable with these styles of 

assessments early within their secondary school experience will assist in this process. 

If you have any specific questions about the advanced information attached to this letter, please contact your 

child’s subject teacher or respective Head of department and they will be able to provide you with more 

information. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr R Daniels 

Assistant Headteacher 
 

 


