
Key Stage 3 – YEAR 8 DRAMA 

Curriculum Map for Students 

 

 Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Topic 

Overview 

Stylised Theatre 

Skill building: Introduction to new non-

naturalistic Drama techniques and skills.  

Skill building: Critical analysis and review. 

Matilda Who Told Lies 

Devising from a poem in a Brechtian/ non-

naturalistic style. 

Ernie’s Incredible ‘Illucinations’ 

Scripted performances. 

Focus Students are introduced to the non-naturalistic 

techniques such as golden prop, comic book 

theatre, human props and scenery, soundscapes, 

and choral movement through a series of 

workshop style lessons. 

Students then develop their skills as theatre 

critics by analysing, evaluating and reviewing a 

Year 13 Drama performance, which incorporates 

the techniques they have been learning about in 

their practical lessons. 

 

Students develop and apply their knowledge of non-

naturalistic techniques further, by using these 

techniques to create a devised performance based 

on a poem. 

The poem considers the moral issue of ‘telling lies’. 

Students work in groups to explore the themes and 

issues in the poem, and consider how a range of 

non-naturalistic techniques can be used to create a 

performance which communicates a moral/social 

message to the audience. Students are guided to 

create, structure, rehearse and then perform a piece 

of non-naturalistic Drama. 

Ernie’s Incredible ‘illucinations’ tells the story of a boy with a wild 

imagination. Everything he imagines comes to life. 

In this unit students develop their performance skills focusing 

specifically on movement in exaggerated style to create 

comedy. Throughout the unit they have the opportunity to 

explore, rehearse, stage and perform three different scenes 

from the play. With each extract they are given more freedom 

as directors, this develops their understanding of ‘page to 

stage’ and how to bring a script to life. 

Assessment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO1: Creating 

- Ongoing assessment of practical work 

created and performed at the end of each 

workshop. 

 

AO3: Responding/Appreciation 

-Written theatre review of Yr13 devised 

performance. 

AO1: Creating 

-Devised performance based on the poem. Focus is 

on the application of techniques and non-linear 

structures. 

 

AO2: Performing 

- Application of vocal and physical skills in 

performance of devised piece. 

AO2: Performing 

-Assessed on performance of two scripted extracts. Specific 

focus on application of physical skills and movement in an 

exaggerated style. 

AO1: Creating 

- Staging of extracts and directing decisions are considered 

alongside performance assessment. 

 

AO3: Responding/Appreciation 

- Self-evaluation discussing and analysing individual staging 

and acting choices. 

  

 

 


