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Hedingham School provides a high quality 
educational experience for all students and strives 
to ensure that each individual’s academic and 
personal development is fulfilled.

We offer a vibrant learning environment where 
students are encouraged to ‘think’ and explore 
strategies to grasp and apply knowledge.

The curriculum offered is purposeful and 
stimulating, allowing students to build a range of 
skills as they progress through school.

We want our students to be resilient and take on the challenges of the 21st 
century. We encourage them to approach school with confidence and 
participate fully in all aspects of school life.

At Hedingham our students support and care for each other and display high 
levels of respect for all members of the community. Hedingham School has a 
strong ‘culture’ which actively promotes equality of opportunity, allowing all 
students to pursue their ambitions.

We believe in building strong partnerships with parents, based on trust and 
confidence.

This prospectus is designed to let you explore the type of school we are. Please 
see our website for further information.

Andrew Harvison
Headteacher

Welcome to  
Hedingham School
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‘Hedingham School seeks to create a challenging 
and stimulating learning environment that 
encourages high expectations for all learners. 
Students are prepared for life in the 21st century 
through a safe, caring and supportive environment. 
We strive to foster positive relationships with 
students and staff, offering mutual respect for all 
members of the community.’

Our School Motto is:

This Vision is driven through our school curriculum. 
Our aim is to ensure that the curriculum delivers 
the following principles:

Mission Statement 
& Vision

H E D I N G H A M  S C H O O L
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Ready  Respect  Safe

To provide the knowledge and skills 
required to be successful learners

To create resilient and independent  
learners who are able to meet the 
challenges of the 21st century

To prepare learners for the next step in  
their education

To broaden their horizons through a rich  
and varied enrichment programme

To encourage learners to be active citizens 
who contribute positively to the community
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Ready
Be on time
Be equipped to learn
Be alert and ready to learn

Respect
Ensure that you do not disrupt the learning of others
Keep your phones and headphones out of sight in lessons
Be polite, and listen to staff and peers

Safe
Use equipment appropriately without causing damage
Remain seated unless given permission to leave your seat
Follow all teacher instructions without question
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‘This school is more 
than just a school. ‘ 

Max, Year 7

‘School is amazing and 
each one every teacher 

is very supportive  
in a unique way.’  

Cally, Year 7



Core Purpose
Teaching and Learning is our core business. Teaching and 
Learning sits at the very heart of Hedingham School. It 
permeates into everything that we do and is in the very 
centre of all school development planning. We endeavour 
to ensure that we provide an environment in the classroom 
that allows our learners to flourish and grow, one that inspires 
and nurtures a lifelong thirst for learning. We strive to meet 
every child's individual need and value their journey and the 
destination. Our curriculum provides a breadth that covers 
traditional academic subjects but also meets the needs of the 
modern world.

Assessment, Reporting and Tracking
At Hedingham School we have grown a culture where the 
evaluation of students’ work and the feedback they receive 
(in its many different forms) informs students how to improve 
their work and make progress.
Assessments also provide teachers with accurate information 
of the understanding of each child.

Assessment within the Curriculum
Subject area curriculum structures dictate when and how to assess individuals. 
It is the subject’s curriculum that dictates our assessment calendar rather than 
the other way around. We try to ensure that students do not become overly 
focused on their absolute attainment, rather engage closely with precise 
feedback provided by Teachers.

Students do sit summative assessments at various stages. As a general pattern, 
students in Years 7-10 sit end of year examinations that are more formal in 
nature. Years 11, 12 and 13 have “Mock” examinations at specific calendared 
stages of the academic year. We hope that this structure encourages students 
to develop independent revision skills and prepares them for the demands and 
rigours of external assessment at GCSE and beyond.

Teaching 
and Learning
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‘There are many 
interactive lessons  
to help get a greater 
understanding.’  
Niamh, Year 9



Student Tracking
At Hedingham School, we recognise that learning and progress is not completely 
linear. We track progress in a way that reflects this.

Teaching staff will use assessments to align progress with individualised flight 
paths. This can be compared to targeted flight paths that are generated from 
aspirational targets.  These targets are set by the top 20% of schools nationally.

Homework
At Hedingham School we endeavour to provide a safe, supportive environment 
where children can learn, grow and succeed. Our aim is that all children 
achieve their true potential. Although mindful of the pressures of a school 
day, homework is set to complement the work completed in classrooms and 
develop an appreciation of the importance of independent study. 

Through our homework we aim to:

Raise attainment and accelerate progress through consolidating and 
reinforcing knowledge and skills acquired in School
To encourage self-discipline and self-motivation
Develop and apply a wide range of key skills which will enable children 
to grow into resilient, independent and positive citizens 
Develop independent learning skills that enable children to learn 
efficiently and make sustained progress
To facilitate and encourage parent involvement
Sharpen student enthusiasm towards learning and encourage student 
curiosity within a rich and balanced curriculum

Homework tasks may include:

Reading
Exam question practice
Learning for tests
Internet search or other forms of research
Making notes, drafting and writing of essays
Acquiring or collecting resources or information
Practice of skills and processes
Analysis or interpretation

‘The teachers are  
all really nice and  

care about us 
students.They 
respect us and  
it’s nice having  

a different  
teacher for  

every subject.’  
Tamarine Year 8

‘The teachers  
always push us  
to work to the  

best we can.’  
Glenn, Year 8
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At Hedingham we believe in providing students with a broad and balanced 
curriculum. Students study a range of subjects which is in line with the National 
curriculum.

Core Subjects: 

 
Foundation/ Additional Subjects:   

* In Year 7, all students will study French as their foreign language

At Key Stage 4, Students study English, Mathematics, Science and either History 
or Geography, BTEC PE or Dance as core. Students can then choose from a range 
of GCSE subjects. The process of choosing a balanced curriculum takes the form 
of individual counselling by form tutors and senior staff during Year 9.

Option Choices  for 2020:

Subjects

English Mathematics Science ICT

French*
Dance

Art

Design 
Technology:

Resistant Materials & 
Graphics, Food & Textiles

Geography
History

RE

Music
Drama

PE

Art & Design
Business Studies

Child Development 

Design: 
Graphic Design 
Textile Design 

Three Dimensional Design 

Drama
Food Preparation  

and Nutrition 
ICT: 

Computer Science/ 
Cambridge National in
Creative Information

Technology Media 

Media Studies (GCSE)

Music (GCSE) 

Modern Foreign Language: 
French & German

Philosophy &  
Applied Ethics
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Students who stay on in our Sixth Form can take a range of Sixth Form courses.  
All students are set targets and are closely monitored to ensure that they 
achieve the highest grades in external examinations. 

Core Subjects: 

BTEC Level 1 & 2:

BTEC & Cambridge Technical (Level 3):

Enrichment Programmes:

GCSE Resits:

Sixth Form 
Courses 2020

Art and Design 
Biology

Business Studies 
Chemistry

Computer Science 
Design & Technology

English Literature 
French

German
Geography 

Government & Politics 
History

Mathematics
Further Mathematics

Media Studies 
Philosophy 

Photography
Physics

Psychology
Sociology

Multi-Trade Skills

English  Maths

Child Development  
Digital Media 

Information Technology 

Performing Arts
Sport

ICT Award 
Extended Project  

Qualification (EPQ) 

Community Sports  
Leadership Award (CSLA) 

Core Mathematics
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Beyond the Classroom
As part of our extra-curricular provision, the school takes our Ready, Respect, 
Safe motto Beyond the Classroom. This incorporates our PSHE Curriculum, Anti-
Bullying strategy, Careers Education, E-Safety and educating students how to 
safeguard themselves and each other.

We emphasise to students that while their GCSE results are essential for their next 
steps, their character (skills) will give them the edge over others. Throughout 
their time at Hedingham School, we will be asking students three key questions:

Ready: Are you ready for tomorrow’s world?
Respect: How do you celebrate difference and diversity?
Safe: How do you look after yourself and others?

Ready: Are you ready for tomorrow’s world?
Students have assemblies and Tutor Time sessions on the skills, qualities and 
attitudes that employers value in the work place.

We will be teaching them the skills of LORIC – Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative and Communication. Students are given opportunities 
to develop these skills beyond the classroom in our range of extra-curricular 
activities.  

Their participation in events, which contribute to our school community and 
wider community, will be recognised at half termly Celebration Assemblies and 
communicated to you on their reports. In addition to this, students will attain 
House points for their participation and efforts in all aspects of school life. All 
Houses are competing for the annual House Cup, which is presented at the end 
of the academic year. Your child will belong to one of four Houses:

The Extended
Curriculum
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Symonds – The Blue House
Hawkwood – The Red House

Moynes – The Yellow House
Thomason – The Purple House

‘Coming to Hedingham, 
my confidence has 
improved so much!’ 
Jessica year 7



Throughout their time at Hedingham, students will also have the opportunity to 
be part of a wide variety of school visits. In recent years, the Science Department 
have visited Iceland, Media Studies ventured to New York whilst the History 
Department have taken students to Belgium. Moreover, numerous sporting 
fixtures take place throughout the year. Ski trips and a water sports visit to the 
Ardèche in France have become annual fixtures at Hedingham School.

Our most recent school show  was  ‘The School of Rock’ and the school 
community always looks forward to annual events such as the Christmas 
Celebration, Summer Concert and the Inter-House Arts Festival.

We will also prepare students for life beyond school through our PSHE and 
Careers programme. They will learn about:

Economic Well-Being and Financial Capability
Taxes, loans, credit cards, mortgages? We support students in understanding 
what all this means and what purpose they have in the modern society.

Careers Education
Throughout their time at Hedingham School, students have ‘drop down’ days, 
exploring the world of work and future career options.

Respect: How do you celebrate difference and diversity?
We celebrate difference and diversity in our school community and wider world.
Students learn about developing positive values and a moral framework that will 
guide their decisions, judgements and behaviour. We celebrate an individual’s 
personal identity and respect family life as a social institution. As part of this, 
students learn about British and global values as human beings.
We will often look at inspirational figures in assemblies or have a tutor time 
focus during Black History month or Anti-Bullying Week.
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Safe: How do you look after yourself and others?
Students receive an education throughout the year on managing risks, mental 
health and anti-bullying. Student leadership opportunities help support 
and promote this with such roles as Well Being Ambassadors, Student Voice 
Representatives and Prefects.
Students have assemblies, tutor time sessions and ‘drop down days’ on such 
topics as anti-bullying, E-Safety, road safety and other age related potential 
risks.

Careers
“In secondary schools, high quality, impartial careers guidance helps pupils  
to make informed choices about which courses suit their academic needs  
and aspirations. They are prepared for the next stage of their education,  
employment, self-employment or training.” Ofsted, 2017

At Hedingham School our aim is that all students achieve their true potential 
and have all necessary information and guidance required to successfully take 
their next steps in education and careers.

Our Careers Programme:
Prepares students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 
of life
Supports young people to achieve their full potential and promotes 
resilience for their path ahead
Empowers young people to plan and manage their own futures
Provides comprehensive information on all options
Raises aspirations
Promotes equality, diversity, social mobility and challenges stereotypes
Enables all young people to sustain employability and achieve personal 
and economic well-being throughout  their lives

Year group events:
Year 7 - Career Stereotypes
Year 8 - Face to Face with Enterprise
Year 9 - University of Essex Visit
Year 10 - Apprenticeship Fair
Year 11 - College and Sixth Form Open events
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The Gatsby Benchmarks
Our Careers Programme is underpinned by the Gatsby Benchmarks. The Gatsby 
Benchmarks are a framework of eight guidelines that define the best careers 
provision in schools and colleges. The benchmarks ensure there is a stable 
Careers Programme in place. Students are given access to current labour market 
information at various stages of their journey through our school and are able 
to make educated decisions based on that information. Our Careers Programme 
provides students with guidance which is personalised to them and their career 
plan. Every learning area links their curriculum learning with careers. We give 
students multiple opportunities to engage with employers, employees and the 
workplace during their time at Hedingham through visits, talks, presentations 
and bespoke careers events. As students progress through school they have 
meaningful encounters with further and higher education establishments. 
Finally, every student has the opportunity of a guidance interview, once before 
the age of 16 and once again before the age of 18.

Measurements of success
Student evaluations are carried out after each Careers event which form the 
basis for ongoing improvement of our Careers Programme. Students are asked 
for verbal feedback as well as filling in questionnaires about their experiences 
with the events. The success of our Careers Programme is ultimately determined 
by student destinations at the end of their time at Hedingham and we strive to 
ensure all students receive high quality careers advice and guidance so they are 
able to make informed decisions about their future.

 Extra Curricular Clubs
There is a range of lunchtime and after school clubs. For example:

Art
Computer Science

Robot Programming
FIFA Friday • Digital skills

Cyber Discovery
D&T

Practical & theory Support
Abobe Illustrator Club

Geography
HW Club

Eco Schools Council
Librarians

Performing Arts
Vocalise (Choir)

Dance Club • Brass Band
Rock School 

Science
LEGO Robotics Club

Sports
Basketball • Fitness Club
Trampolining • Football

Rugby • Netball 
Fitness club • Futsal

Table Tennis

A C H I E V E M E N T  &  E X C E L L E N C E



We believe that wearing the Hedingham uniform with pride helps students to 
feel part of our community. It sets a standard which supports our expectations 
of work and behavior. In addition to this, dressing appropriately for the work 
place puts students in the right frame of mind for learning and prepares them 
for expectations in their future world of work. 

Uniform is available from Baldwins of Halstead, Essex, Telephone: 01787 472079

www.baldwins-departmentstores.com/hedingham-schoolwear 

Boys
Hedingham School black blazer 
Traditional white shirt  
Hedingham School jumper with V-neck 
Traditional black trousers 
(cords, denim jeans, jeans style or skinny leg fashion trousers are not allowed)  
School tie
Black ankle socks
Formal black shoes (Shoes should not have a large heel, should not 
be boots, plimsolls or trainers and be all black in colour) 

PE Boys
School PE top (Blue/Orange) 
School PE shorts (Blue/Orange) 
Blue socks (from Easter they may wear short white socks)
Rugby shirt/School PE jumper
Boys under Armour/skins only for outside sport – must be black.  For 
cold weather days boys will be allowed to wear plain black tracksuit 
bottoms, but only if their teacher specifies to do so.
Students are also expected to wear shin pads for football  
and a gum shield for rugby for health and safety reasons.
Football boots  
Indoor non-marking trainers 

Uniform & 
Equipment
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Girls
Hedingham School black blazer 
Traditional white shirt  
Hedingham School jumper with V-neck 
Traditional knee-length black skirt or trousers*
(cords, denim jeans, jeans style or skinny leg fashion trousers are not allowed)  
School tie
Black ankle socks
Formal black shoes (Shoes should not have a large heel, should not 
be boots, plimsolls or trainers and be all black in colour) 

*Girls may wear black trousers or skirts. Trousers and skirts must 
have a waistband to allow shirts to be tucked in properly. Skirts 
should be box pleated and should be knee length. Short skirts or 
skirts made of a clingy jersey fabric are not acceptable. Photographs 
of acceptable skirts can be found on the website.

Only one small pain gold or silver stud is allowed in each ear. No 
other jewellery is permitted.

PE Girls
School PE top (Blue/Orange) 
School PE shorts or  skort (Blue/Orange) 
Blue socks (from Easter they may wear short white socks)
Rugby shirt/School PE jumper
Under Armour/skins only for outside sport – must be black or blue.  
Girls are allowed to wear plain black leggings and from October half 
term, girls will be allowed to wear plain black tracksuit bottoms at 
the discretion of their teacher.

Students are also expected to wear shin pads for football  
and a gum shield for rugby for health and safety reasons.
Football boots  
Indoor non-marking trainers

Dancewear Boys and Girls
Blue top 
Blue shorts 
(The same as the PE kit) 

Plain black leggings 
Bare Feet 
For Key Stage 4, students  
wear a black dance polo shirt



Please note, students are not permitted to have:

Fashionable alternatives to any item of regulation school uniform.
Acrylic nails (health and safety for Science and PE)
Nose Rings
Headphones around the school building 
Mobile phones are permitted to be used at break or lunch and not 
between lessons or in lessons. If you need to urgently contact your child, 
please phone the school reception on 01787 460470
Hoodies

Equipment
Students must be fully equipped to learn. They should have, as a minimum:

A pencil case
Two pens (black ink)
A green pen
Three Pencils (2H/ 2B/ 3B)
Ruler (30cm)
Compass
Protractor
Scientific Calculator
Rubber
Barrel Sharpener 
Highlighters
Glue stick
Colouring pencils
Wired headphones (for Computer Science & Music lessons)

Uniform & 
Equipment cont...
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Special Educational  
Needs & Disabilties
Hedingham School’s culture is built around bespoke learning with an inclusive 
approach to students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
ensuring the vision is the same for all students, whatever their ability or need.
Class teachers and Learning support staff ensure that differentiated learning 
and interventions support our young people to work towards independence.
The SENCO, Mrs Susan Goodwin, in collaboration with the Headteacher and 
Governing Body, play a key role in determining the strategic development of 
the SEND policy and provision in the school in order to raise the achievement 
of children with SEND.
The key responsibilities of the SEND Team:

Overseeing the day to day operation of the school’s SEND policy
Providing specific support for students in lessons
Providing teachers with strategies to support SEND students
Liaising with parents of students with special educational needs
Overseeing the records on all students with special educational needs
Contributing to the in-service training of staff
Liaising with external support agencies
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The School Day
Tutor time     08.40 - 09.00
Period 1   09.00 - 10.00
Period 2   10.00 - 11.00
Break    11.00 - 11.20
Period 3   11.20 - 12.20
Period 4   12.20 - 13.20
Lunch     13.20 - 14.10
Period 5   14.10 - 15.15 
This is currently under review and subject to change



Our aim is to create a learning environment in which all students are able to 
achieve and excel. Teachers use strategies in their classrooms which create a 
purposeful learning environment. Rewards enhance student motivation. 

At the heart of the Behaviour Policy is the Code of Conduct, which is based 
upon Respect:

Form Tutors develop positive relationships with their students and understand 
their individual needs. They monitor students’ progress and well-being, 
providing them with guidance and support at critical times in their school life. 
Teachers take every opportunity to commend students for their effort and 
achievement.  Regular House Assemblies and the Awards’ Evenings celebrate 
students work and attitude, and contribute to the school’s positive ethos. 

House Leaders work with form tutors and parents to ensure that each student 
is able to take maximum advantage of the opportunities offered in the school. 

In return, students are expected to follow rules and regulations. From time to 
time, this includes the need to impose sanctions that reinforce the standards 
set. If incidents are serious, parents may be asked to visit the school to resolve 
problems that have occurred. 

Anti-Bullying
We pride ourselves on being a school where students are ready to learn, respect 
everyone and feel safe. Nevertheless, we acknowledge that incidents of bullying 
can occur and are aware that its effects can lead to unhappiness, loss of self-
esteem and under achievement. Where this happens, incidents are dealt with 
swiftly and fairly, as outlined in our Anti-Bullying Policy.  Bullying is not tolerated 
at Hedingham School.

Students can report any concern they have about their own or other’s well-
being to their form tutor, Head of House/ Year, the Student Support Centre or by 
completing an ‘orange card.’ Orange cards can be placed in ‘worry boxes’ situated 
around the school. In addition to this, students can email safe@hedingham.
essex.sch.uk with any concern. By giving students as many avenues as possible 

Behaviour 
& Expectations
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Respect for Oneself
Respect for Others

Respect for the Environment
Respect for Learning
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to report concerns, we believe issues can be quickly identified and thoroughly 
resolved to ensure our community remains a safe and purposeful environment.

The school continues to educate all students on celebrating and valuing 
difference and diversity within our community. Through tutorials, assemblies 
and across the curriculum, students learn about how to play their part in an 
inclusive, respectful and safe community.

Mental Health
Hedingham School and Sixth Form believes in creating an environment where 
every member of our school community has an understanding of mental health 
and can identify if they or someone else need support and know how to access  
this support.

To ensure there is a continued dialogue about the pressures of 21st century life, 
Hedingham School and Sixth Form has half termly Well-Being weeks for both 
staff and students.

In addition to this, Hedingham School has a whole school mental health 
framework to help students recognise, show and regulate emotions. It is called 
‘Mood Scales.’ Mood Scales help students identify how they are feeling and 
give a language to how the young person is feeling. ‘I am feeling yellow today.’

In turn, these help us identify who needs support and underpin the design of 
our personal, social and health education provision.

If similar issues are identified across a form group or cohort, tutor time sessions 
will be designed around this identified need.

However, we also offer individualised support for students where personalised 
triggers and support strategies are identified.

The techniques for overcoming the moods should, ideally, come from the young 
person with support from the adult.

G R E E N
Settled, Safe, Happy place

The Green Zone is used to 
describe a calm state of alertness. 

A person may be described as 
happy, focused, content or ready 
to learn when in the Green Zone. 

This is the zone where optimal 
learning occurs.

RED
High anxiety, Anger

The Red Zone is used to describe 
extremely heightened states of 
alertness and intense emotions. 

A person may be elated or 
experiencing anger, rage, explosive 

behaviour, devastation or terror.

BLUE
Low, Lethargic

The Blue Zone is used to describe 
low states of alertness and down 

feelings such as when one feels sad.

YELLOW
Uncomfortable,  
Slightly anxious

The Yellow Zone is used to describe 
a heightened state of alertness 

and elevated emotions. However, 
one has more control when they 
are in the Yellow Zone. A person 

may be experiencing stress, 
frustration, anxiety, excitement, 

silliness or nervousness.



Designated Safeguarding Lead – David Nash, Assistant Headteacher
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead – Rory Hyde, Leader of Sixth Form
At Hedingham School, we believe everyone who comes into contact with 
children and their families and carers has a role to play in safeguarding children.

We are a community where we educate both staff and students how to manage 
and reduce risks in every aspect of school life and beyond the school gate.

The staff within the school know how to identify if a child may be at risk. 
Robust reporting and intervention procedures ensure that any child who needs 
additional support receives it at the earliest possible opportunity. Our approach 
is always child centred.

In addition to this, we believe it is important to educate students on the risks 
they may face as they progress into adulthood. Therefore, students receive 
regular assemblies, tutor time sessions and outside speakers based on risks they 
may encounter.

Students can report any concerns about themselves or others by:
Telling any adult in the school
Visiting the Student Support Centre
Completing an ‘Orange Card’ (worry boxes situated around the school)
Emailing safe@hedingham.essex.sch.uk

For more information, please refer to our Child Protection and Safeguarding 
Policy. You will also find available here some information, advice and guidance 
on some risks young people may face.

E-Safety
The school is passionate about the use of technology. However, with every 
technological advance new risks are presented as well as opportunities. The 
aim is to maintain an environment that harnesses technology but also ensures 
students remain safe by detailing the acceptable use of the internet, recording 
devices and mobile phones. The policy identifies what is an E-Safety incident 
and the procedures the school will follow.

Safeguarding
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Attendance
All educational research confirms that there is a direct link between regular 
attendance at school and success at GCSE examinations.  Those students who 
attend regularly also establish and develop better social relationships with their 
peers and members of staff. Parents and Guardians are responsible for ensuring 
that their children attend school regularly and punctually.  Failure to do so could 
result in legal action being taken against them by the local Authority.  Parents 
are expected to inform the school by telephone on the first day and every other 
day thereafter of absence and, if possible, give the expected day of return. 

The current law does not give any entitlement to parents to take their child out 
of school during term time.  Headteachers are unable to grant leave of absence 
to a student except where an application has been made in advance and the 
Headteacher considers that there are exceptional circumstances relating to  
the application. 

Unauthorised absence will be followed up through the school’s Attendance 
Officer and may be referred to the Missing Education and Child Employment 
Service who have a responsibility to enforce school attendance and will issue 
penalty notices and take court action where necessary. 

At Hedingham School we reward students for excellent attendance and would 
like all students to aim for 100% each academic year.
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The Student Support Centre is at the heart of Hedingham School’s pastoral 
support. Open throughout the day, it is where our Pastoral Support Manager, 
Pastoral Support Officer, House/Year Leaders and Assistant Headteacher are 
based. 

The Student Support Centre is there to support our students in all aspects of 
school life. Any concerns and issues are addressed and we will always listen 
and provide reassurance. The peer mentoring programme is delivered by our 
Wellbeing Ambassadors in the Student Support Centre. In addition to this, the 
Student Support Team check ‘Orange Card’ boxes around the school every day. 
These are like worry boxes and, along with our email address, safe@hedingham.
essex.sch.uk, we ensure students have every possible avenue to communicate 
their worries. 

The Student Support Centre takes a lead on many aspects of school life 
including Anti-Bullying week, Black History Month, Well-Being Week (every half 
term) and E-Safety. We believe that supporting students in developing positive 

relationships with their peers is key to their social 
development as young people. We teach students 

how to identify and manage risk and discuss 
how they feel through our whole school 

‘mood scales’ mental health approach. 

Student 
Support Centre
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‘I’ve made two new 
best friends and learnt 
lots of new things’
Jasmine

‘There’s lots of  
people around  
for you to  
talk to’ 
Lia, Year 7 
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Where need is identified, individuals can receive additional support 
through one to one check ins or be given access to our school counsellor. 
 

As well as a place for support in the school, the Student Support Centre is also 
an area for celebration. Year events such as the Key Stage Three and Four Awards 
Evening, half termly Celebration Assemblies, ‘Dress Up Day,’ Christmas Jumper 
Day and the fiercely competitive Inter- House Arts Festival are all led by our 
Student Support Team. 

Students have the opportunity to develop their leadership and communication 
skills within our school community. Opportunities such as being part of 
the School Council, a Year 7 ‘buddy,’ visiting local primaries as part of ‘The 
Hedingham Project,’ or a prefect within the school are just some of the leadership 
opportunities we provide. 

The transition programme from Year 6 to Year 7 is led by our Student Support 
Team. We plan and deliver numerous activities to support with what we know 
to be a huge step for young people in their education. These include activities 
such as, ‘The Wall of Worry,’ and ‘The Garden of Hope,’ which explores and 
discusses common worries about starting secondary school. In addition to this, 
students take part in a tutor programme called ‘The Keys to Hedingham School’, 
which supports our new Year 7 students on how to manage secondary school 
life.

Whatever their worry, whatever the celebration, the Student Support Centre 
and indeed all staff, are here to support each student’s journey through 
Hedingham School.

‘Hedingham has 
taught me not to 

keep my worries  
and nerves inside’

 Ethan, Year 7 

 ‘I have made many 
new friends since 

coming to Hedingham 
and everyone is  
so supportive’ 

 Sam Year 7



The published admission number for students in September 2021 is 196. Places 
will be allocated using the following criteria in the following order.  

1     Looked After Children1

2      Children living in the priority admission area3 with a sibling 2  
         attending the school
3      Other children living in the priority admission area3

4      Children living outside the priority admission area3 with a sibling 2   
         attending the school
5      Remaining applications 

In the event of oversubscription within any of the above criteria, priority will be 
determined by straight line distance from home to school, those living closest4  
being given highest priority.

1  A looked after child or previously looked after child is as defined in the 
School Admissions Code 2012.
2  A sibling is defined as a child who has a brother, sister, stepbrother or 
stepsister living in the same family unit in the same family household and 
address as a child who attends the preferred school in any year group 
excluding the final year (Year 13).  Biological siblings who attend the 
preferred school in any year group excluding the final year will also be 
treated as siblings irrespective of place of residence.  Children residing in 
the same household as part of an extended family, such as cousins, will not 
be treated as siblings.
3  The priority admission area has no relevance to eligibility for home to 
school transport. Details of Essex County Council Transport Policy are 
available on the website: http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/
Travel-School.

Please refer to the Secondary Education booklet available on the website  
essex.gov.uk/admissions for further details on distance calculation, if required.

continued overleaf

Admissions Policy



Years 8 – 11
For mid year applications, a mid year application form needs to be completed 
and returned directly to the School.  A copy of the application form can be 
requested from: 

The Headteacher
Hedingham School and Sixth Form
Yeldham Road
Sible Hedingham 
Essex
CO9 3QH
01787 460470
Alternatively a form can be downloaded from the school’s website:  
http://www.hedingham.essex.sch.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/p_and_a_
sidebar/Secondary%20Mid-Year%20Application%20Form.pdf
Full details of the mid year application process are provided on the website and 
in guidance with the mid year application form. 

An application for admission to these year groups will be refused if the 
intended year group of the applicant has already reached the published 
admission number. 
Parents/Carers will be asked if they would like their child’s name to be 
added to a waiting list. 
In the event that places become available, applicants will be admitted 
according to the over subscription criteria. 
The waiting lists for the Years 7-11 will be dissolved at the end of each 
academic year. 

Children with Education, Health and Care Plans that name a school in the 
statement are required to be admitted to the school that is named.

Admissions to Sixth Form
The school is proposing to admit 125 students each year to the Hedingham 
School Sixth Form, including external applicants.  Admission to the Sixth Form 
will be by reference to qualification to a particular Sixth Form programme of 
study. The Sixth Form prospectus will publicise the range of programmes, the 
specific entrance requirements.  In the event of oversubscription priority will be 
determined by straight line distance from home to school, those living closest 
being given highest priority.

Right of Appeal - Parents have the right of appeal against any refusals of a place, 
Year 7 or Mid Year. Information on how to appeal is available on the website 
essex.gov.uk/admissions 



H E D I N G H A M  S C H O O L
A N D  S I X T H  F O R M

Yeldham Road,  S ible  Hedingham,  Essex CO9 3QH
telephone  01787 460470

ema i l  enquir ies@hedingham.essex.sch.uk
webs i t e  w w w.hedingham.essex.sch.uk


