
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
12 August 2021 

 
Official Sensitive 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

I hope you and your family are well and starting to return back to some ‘normality’ in your lives. 

 

Firstly, from my perspective, I would like to congratulate all Year 11 and Year 13 students for the commitment 

and dedication that they have displayed during their time with us.  We are all aware of the ‘stress’ caused by 

the Covid-19 pandemic, no more so than for our examination students.  However, our priority has been to 

support all students, regardless of the systems imposed on us, and ensure that they can move forward with 

their next steps.  The Hedingham experience will stay with the students at all times and has provided them 

with a multitude of life skills which will prepare them for the challenges of the 21st century.  I wish all those that 

are leaving us a very successful future.   

 

I would also like to highlight the support that has been provided by all the staff at Hedingham School.  They 

have shown a huge amount of commitment over the last year and, I know, are eager to return to a normal 

school structure in September.  As always, the work is fully supported by our hard-working Governors.  I truly 

believe that a strong partnership with all members of the community will lead to continued success.   

 

Leaving Staff 

A special mention to Miss Julie Bartrop, who is retiring this year.  I have worked with Julie for a number of 

years and she will be missed by us all.  She has been at the school for 34 years and has taken on many roles in 

the school.  During this time, she has supported so many students and has been a committed teacher and 

leader at Hedingham School.  I wish her every happiness in her retirement. 

 

Ms Kathy Crawley is also stepping down from Leader of Art at the school.  Kathy has been instrumental in 

driving high standards in the Art Department.  Many students have benefitted from her dedication and passion 

for her subject.  Fortunately, Kathy is remaining at the school on a part-time basis within the department.   

 

Elyse James (English Teacher) Melissa Hewson (Teacher of RE) Aaron Reedman (Teacher of PE) and Nicola 

Heron (Teacher of PE) are also leaving.  They have all showed a high level of commitment and expertise within 

the classroom.  We wish them all the best for the future. 

 

New Staff 

I am very pleased to welcome a number of new staff to Hedingham.      

The following staff will be joining or taking up a new role at Hedingham School in September and I wish them 

every success in their new positions: 

 Patrick Sadler, Leader of Social Sciences 

 Zahra Tyler, Leader of Religion, Values and Ethics 

 Eve Duncan, Teacher of Science 

 Cameron Kerr, Teacher of PE 

 Faya McNalley, Teacher of Physics 

 Wendy Robinson, Teacher of Science 

 Ann Marie Hickey, Teacher of English 

 David Nancarrow, Leader of Art (internal appointment) 

 Kara Challis, Leader of Drama/Dance (internal appointment) 

 Shantez Thomas, Teacher of Media (maternity cover) 

 Noor McDonald, Teacher of Geography 

 Ami Akers, Teacher of Dance/PE  

 

 

 

 

 



 

September Re-opening 

As stated above, we are all excited about returning to normality in September and continuing our educational 

‘journey’ as a school community. Please refer to my letter and guidance document dated 16 July 2021 which 

may be found on our website to remind yourself about the structure and organisation of the day. All 

information is available on the school website. It provides an updated summary of all aspects of school life. 

Please contact the school if you have any concerns or questions related to the September start. 

 

Over the past few months I have been able to work with Leaders and Governors on my whole school ‘Vision’.  

This has been my first opportunity to do so and I hope very much to share this with the community over the 

next year.  Fundamentally it is based on 5 key principles: 

 

 Knowledge and Skills 

 Resilience and Independence 

 Preparing for Next Steps  

 Broadening Student Horizons 

 Active Citizens in the Community 

 

As always, we have high expectations at Hedingham School and we want to ensure that our students have the 

knowledge and skills which will prepare them for the ‘next steps’ in their journey. 

 

Uniform 

Uniform is a requirement at Hedingham because it confirms our commitment to setting high expectations of 

self-presentation throughout working life, as well as being an attainable standard appropriate for all students.  

We recognise that there was a more flexible approach to uniform last year.  This was to ensure that we 

followed Covid-19 requirements.  From September, we are moving back to some normality, which obviously 

includes high expectations of uniform.  Please ensure that you refer to the School Uniform Code for full details 

which is available in the Behaviour Policy on the school website.  Two areas which need particular attention is 

the length of school skirts and school shoes. Skirts need to be of an appropriate style and length which is 

suitable for school activities and shoes should be formal black, flat 'traditional' school shoes. 

  

One costly danger to avoid is allowing your child to persuade you to purchase inappropriate skirts or trainers 

which you will then need to replace.  A school uniform worn smartly and with pride speaks volumes about a 

shared ethos of high expectations at Hedingham School where students are a credit to the school and their 

parents and guardians. 

 

Curriculum 

All subject teachers have been planning their own subject curriculum for the September start.  Most subject 

areas will continue with the year appropriate curriculum offer but will revisit key knowledge areas in the 

process.  This will address any ‘gaps’ in understanding as the year evolves.  Once again, additional support and 

intervention will be provided through targeted work in the lessons and also, the after-school ‘catch-up’ 

programme. 

 

More specifically, we have been able to increase our curriculum provision offer at post-16 to provide 

appropriate pathways for our students.  There is also an additional period of RE in the Key Stage 3 curriculum 

(now ‘2’ lessons per fortnight).  This is to ensure we cover curriculum requirements and we have rebranded 

the subject, Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE). 

 

Extra-Curricular 

All school clubs will return from September.  We are all looking forward to these opportunities and would like 

as many students as possible taking an active role beyond the classroom.  Sports clubs, Music performances, 

Dance and Drama events will all return. 

 

Intervention and catch-up sessions will also play a major role in the school and will provide targeted support to 

address any gaps in knowledge. 

 

Testing and First Day Back 

All Year 7 students will be offered the opportunity to complete two on-site Lateral Flow Device tests on their 

arrival at Hedingham School.  All details related to the organisation of this has been posted out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

All other students will be required, with consent, to conduct two Lateral Flow Device tests at home, 3-5 days 

apart, before starting school. 

 

The term will start for all students on Friday 3 September.  As always, the first day will focus on 

induction and a clarity about organisation and timetable. 

 

Friday 3 September 2021 (first day back) 

Year 7 students: Please report to the Astro-turf on arrival at the school (there will be staff on hand 

to direct students) 

Years 8-11 students: To Form Rooms 

Years 12/13 students: Meet in the Sixth Form area 

 

During Day 1, students will be organised into their form groups and meet their tutors.  As previously stated, 

there have been adjustments to all form groups.  There has also been a change in the Year Leader structure 

due to staffing changes and Year group requirements: 

 

 Year 7 Leader: Mrs V Webb 

 Year 8 Leader: Mr J Lockley 

 Year 9 Leader: Mr A Wright 

 Year 10 Leader: Miss M Dunne 

 Year 11 Leader: Mr M Woodley 

 

A ‘House System’ will still operate alongside the Year structure. 

 

Parent/Community Governors 

There are some vacancies on the Governing Body with effect from the Autumn Term.  The application form 

can be found on the website.  The closing date is 10 September 2021.  Governors play an important role in the 

school so I do hope you will give the election serious consideration. 

 

Hedingham School converted to an Academy Trust (a charitable company limited by guarantee) in January 

2012.  Therefore, all Governors are registered as Directors of the Academy Trust with the Registrar of 

Companies and act within the powers of the Articles of Association.  

 

Conclusion 

Hedingham has a strong ‘culture’ which is driven by key principles.  Learning and applying knowledge is at the 

heart of this but we must also ensure that our students develop the personal qualities to meet the challenges of 

the 21st century.  We want our students to acquire the skills necessary for their next step in their educational 

journey. 

 

I look forward to the new school year when we can, once again, join together as a school community.    

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 

Mr Andrew Harvison 

Headteacher 


