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English Literature    Examination Group: AQA

A LEVEL

A Level English Literature 
involves the study of literary 
movements, eras and 
genres. It explores universal 
themes and encourages 
students with a shared 
passion for reading to 
become confident critics.
This course builds on the 
skills developed at GCSE by 
engaging creatively and 
critically with a wide range 
of texts and discourses. It will 
help you to develop your 
autonomy as a reader and 
as a critic of a wide range 
of literature, both classic 
and modern. In addition, 
this course prepares you for 
any other university course 
that demands the ability to 
argue and defend a point 
of view, to be open-minded 
and to use inference and 
deduction.

The A Level course 
encourages the exploration 
of texts in a number of 
different ways. You will 
engage with two of the 
main historicist perspectives; 
texts written across widely 
different time periods that 
explore the same theme 
and those written within 
a narrower and clearly 
defined time period. It 
entails the study of various 
texts, both singly and 
comparatively. You are 
required to read widely 
across a range of texts and 
connect them across time 
and topic.

Year 12 content
Unit 1: 
‘Love Through the Ages’: 
Paper 1 involves the study 
of a Shakespeare play, 
a novel and a pre-1900 
poetry anthology as well 
as approaches to unseen 
poetry. The historicist 
approach of exploring a 
key theme as seen over 
time encourages you to 
evaluate the relationships 
that exist between texts and 
the context in which they 
are written, received and 
understood.

Year 13 content
Unit 2: 
‘Literature from 1945 to the 
Present Day’: 
Paper 2 involves the study of 
three texts within a shared 
time period: One prose, 
one poetry and one drama. 
Focusing on contemporary 
literature, areas to be 
explored include personal 
and social identity, 
changing morality and 
resistance and rebellion.

Unit 3: 
‘Texts across Time’: 
This coursework unit 
involves a comparative 
critical study of two texts. It 
provides a challenging and 
wide ranging opportunity 
for independent study. 
You are able to pursue 
your own interests 
through comprehensive 
independent reading. The 
comparative critical study is 
based on a theme of your 

choice, for example the 
representation of gender, 
the gothic, the struggle 
for identity or crime and 
punishment.

Assessment
Paper 1: (40%) three hour 
written exam 
Paper 2: (40%) two hours  
30 minutes written exam 
NEA: Non-exam assessment 
(20%) 2,500 word 
Independent Critical Study.

Pathways/Careers/ 
University courses
This course would go 
well with Media Studies, 
Sociology, History, 
Philosophy and any subject 
that requires higher level 
communication skills. English 
Literature is useful for careers 
in Law, Business, the Media, 
Teaching and Journalism. 
In all careers, of course, 
the ability to communicate 
effectively is essential.

Entry Requirements
Students are required to 
meet the school’s A Level 
entry requirements. A Grade 
5 in English is preferable.
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