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Criminology Diploma    Examination Group: WJEC

During Year 1 you will study for 
the Certificate, for Year 2 you 
will progress to the Diploma 
(equivalent of 1 A Level)

Criminology is a qualification 
which includes elements 
of Psychology, Law and 
Sociology. The course aims 
to develop knowledge 
and understanding of the 
criminal justice system 
and an awareness of the 
different types of crime 
as well as exploring the 
behaviour and theories 
behind why people  
commit crime.

Year 12 content
Unit 1: Changing Awareness 
of Crime: This unit focuses on 
building your understanding 
of the different types of 
crime and the things that 
influence the way we 
perceive crime. We will also 
examine the reasons why 
certain types of crimes are 
less likely to be reported to 
the police.

Unit 2: Criminological 
Theories: We will look at 
how we define crime and 
what constitutes criminal 
behaviour. We will also 
look at the fundamental 
question of why people 
commit crime, drawing on 
biological, psychological 
and sociological theories. 
We will then examine how 
these theories may have 
influenced social policy in 
relation to crime.

Year 13 content
Unit 3: Crime Scene to 
Courtroom: This unit will 
enable you to develop 
your understanding of 
the criminal justice system 
from the moment a crime 
has been identified to the 
verdict in the courtroom. 
We will look at the complex 
processes involved 
in investigating and 
prosecuting crimes, and 
we will review real criminal 
cases to evaluate the 
evidence and the validity  
of the verdict.

Unit 4: Crime and 
Punishment
Using the knowledge and 
understanding gained from 
units already studied we will 
address questions such as: 
Why do most of us tend to 
obey the law even when 
to do so is against our own 
interests? 
What institutions have we 
developed to ensure that 
people do obey laws?
What happens to those who 
break the law?
Why do we punish people?
How do we punish people?
How effective is the  
criminal justice system in 
preventing and dealing  
with criminality?

Assessment
The course is assessed 
using a combination of 
examinations and controlled 
assessments. You will sit 
one controlled assessment 
and one exam in your first 
year. There will be a second 
controlled assessment 
and one exam in your 
second year. The controlled 
assessments will take place 
part way through the year, 
and the exams will be in the 
summer.

Pathways/Careers/ 
University courses
This subject provides a 
valuable first step for 
university courses in 
Criminology, Sociology, 
Psychology, Political 
Science, Law or other 
subjects. In terms of careers, 
it can assist students in 
progressing onto multiple 
professions. From within local 
government, the probation 
service, civil service, forensic 
psychology and the police 
force, to name a few

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at Grade A-C 
(9-4), including maths  
and English.

Criminology can be taken 
as a one year Enrichment 
course

For more information see  
Mr Sadler
Leader of Social Sciences




