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The early years sector in 
England is made up of 
over 80,000 settings, with 
1.3 million childcare places 
for children under five. This 
ranges from childminders 
and nannies, to nurseries, 
crèches and preschools. 
This course gives students 
an insight into working 
with children in a range 
of different settings. It 
enables students to gain 
an understanding of the 
Early Years Foundation 
Stage Statutory Framework 
and how this is applied in 
different settings.

Year 12 content
Unit 1: Children’s 
Development: You will 
learn about theories and 
models of development 
that explain how and why 
children develop and how 
this relates to the EYFS. You 
will understand a range of 
factors that may influence 
children’s development.
Section A: Scenario-based 
questions which will assess 
your ability to apply  
theory to practical  
real-life situations.
Section B: Long-answer 
questions that assesses 
your ability to analyse and 
interpret theories, how  
they relate to other areas  
of development and  
their impact.

Unit 4: The Early Years 
Foundation Stage: You 
will look at the legislation, 
regulations and guidance 
relevant to health, safety 
and safeguarding. You will 
investigate approaches to 
creating safe and secure 
environments and polices 
and procedures to control 
and prevents the spread of 
infection.

Year 13 content
Unit 2: Communication 
and Numeracy: Children’s 
development of speech, 
communication, language, 
literacy and numeracy skills 
is an essential part of early 
childhood development. 
You will learn the sequence 
of this development 
and plan appropriate 
activities to encourage 
development.

Unit 3: Play and Learning: 
You will learn about the 
types of play and the 
opportunities that should be 
made available to children 
at different ages and stages 
of development.

Assessment
Unit 1: Exam: 1 hour and 45 
minutes (90 marks)
January and June with the 
opportunity to re-sit

Unit 2: Task set and marked 
by Pearson, completed 
under supervised conditions

Section A: students will be 
given a case study two 
days before to carry out 
research.
Section B: the supervised 
assessment is carried out in 3 
hours timetabled by Pearson 
(68 marks). January and 
June

Unit 3: Coursework internally 
marked

Unit 4: Coursework internally 
marked

Pathways/Careers/ 
University courses
This course would suit 
anyone planning a career 
in child care, child services 
or teaching. Further 
study options include 
Child Psychology, Child 
Development and Learning, 
Early Child Education.

Entry Requirements
Students are required to 
have met the Sixth Form’s 
entry requirements. All 
students will be expected 
to carry out 50 hours of 
work experience. This 
qualification will support 
anyone wanting to work 
with children whether this 
be in a nursery or pre-school 
setting, or who want to take 
this qualification further and 
work in the social care or 
teaching sector.
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