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8 March 2024








Official/Sensitive
Dear Parent/Guardian

I wanted to write to outline the intended process for Guided Choice this year. 

The prospect of selecting GCSE subjects to follow in Years 10 and 11 is an exciting one for your children.  It is the first real opportunity for students to narrow their curriculum and start to focus their learning towards areas that they have a preference or aptitude for.  Although option choices do not come into effect until September this year, we hope that by starting the ball rolling with the process now we can smooth the transition between the end of Key Stage 3 and the start of Key Stage 4. 

The period of Guided Choice is an important time of making decisions.  Vital is the need for open student discussion and dialogue with teachers and parents.  We hope to use the week beginning 18 March as a platform to launch the Guided Choice journey.  The process will culminate in student return of guided choice paperwork by 19 April 2024.

Please see below the detail of the support processes and our proposed timeline of events:

Guided Choice Timeline 2024

	Date 
	Event 
	Details

	Monday 18 March
	· Year 9 assembly delivered by Mr Finch/Mr Daniels.  

· Parents Virtual Information Evening with Q&A 5pm – 6pm (Mr Finch/Mr Daniels/Mr Nash).

· Recording of event on school website with links through Facebook


	The presentation (delivered face to face with students and virtually to parents) will cover details on the structure of the curriculum at Year 10&11, subjects included and the process of guided choice.

Link for the meeting will be available on the home page of the school website.

Students/parents will be able to ask questions at the end if they choose to (questions can be asked anonymously)

	W/B 18 March
	· Subject teachers to use this week to outline KS4 offer to students through lesson time

· Guided choice Booklet available in Year 9 Guided Choice website (a link will be emailed to students)

· Specific recorded information for subjects new in KS4 – available through guided choice website

· Year 9 tutors available to address student concerns each morning.


	Subject teachers will explain what the GCSE course in their subject looks like (including content, assessment etc).  This will happen as part of the lessons scheduled during this week.

There is a specific Guided Choice website that will be populated for the start of this week.  It will contain all information required to support the process.
Specific subject information will be available for every subject in the guided choice booklet which is on the guided choice website

Year 9 tutors will be available in morning registration to field any questions that students might have as information is digested through the week.

	21 March
	· Yr 9 Parents Evening – Face to Face 
	This will be an important opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with subject teachers and pose questions about course offer at GCSE.



	28 March
	· Guided choice form available through Microsoft Teams Forms
	Following information gathering through the guided choice process, we have allowed some time for deliberation.

All options will be made electronically through Microsoft Teams.    

	19 April
	· Deadline for Guided Choice returns 
	


If there are any questions in relation to the processes outlined in this letter, please contact the school.  

Yours sincerely
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Mr P Finch 
Deputy Headteacher
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