As we stride towards the May half-term holiday, we now have a significant number of formal examinations completed in
Year 11 and 13. It has been such a busy period for our students who are facing regular examinations and so many have
conducted themselves admirably in recent days. Of course, there are some nerves and anxieties, which are only natural
considering the attached importance of this period and how much it means to students and families at home.

In between examinations, we are mapping and staffing as many additional help sessions as we can squeeze in between
the examination timetable. These continue after half term in order for us to maximise our support towards students in the
lead up to scheduled exams. Included within this newsletter is a list of revision Year 11 revision sessions.

Year 10 Parents® Information Evening

https://www.hedingham.essex.sch.uk/home/parent-information/news/year-10-parent-information/

Activities Week

Belgium Space Camp


https://www.hedingham.essex.sch.uk/home/parent-information/news/year-10-parent-information/

Prefect Applications

Uniform Checks

Changes after half-term

Coodbye to Year 13!

Class of 2026

Cupcakes!




A group of students in Year 9 have been continuing to work on their entry for the Dora Love Prize Competition. They have
chosen to focus on celebrating diversity and tackling negative stereotypes that surround migration and migrants. As part of
this, they have conducted research into "Hedingham's Migration Story" - so far they have discovered that students in
Hedingham school have links to over 29 different countries across 6 continents around the world.

Over the next few weeks they will visit some local primary schools to talk to them about what they have discovered, before
presenting their work to the judges on the 17 June at a ceremony in Colchester.

Our Year 12 students get to visit the UCAS Roadshow at Essex University where they can speak to representatives from
EVERY university in the country to find out what courses they offer, extra-curricular opportunities, speaking to post-
graduates about their experiences and collect prospectuses to read through when making decisions about their post-18
education.

Year 10 will be treated to A-Level and Level 3 Vocational lessons throughout the day to experience what it's like to be a
Sixth Form student. Students will get to choose from a menu of subjects which include all of our post-16 options such as
Criminology, Photography, Psychology, and Childcare as well as all of the subjects they've experienced in the lower
school. Mr Batch will be speaking to students in their assembly during the first week back after half-term explaining how to
choose their programme for the day.

From Monday 11 May to Friday 22 May we have been running the 100% challenge asking students the question, can you
maintain 100% attendance across both weeks? We asked, and students answered. So far we have 644 on track to meet
the challenge. Students who manage this will be able to claim a small prize when they return after May half-term. Just to
add to the competitive edge, of this 644, 151 students are from Moynes, 158 from Hawkwood, 164 from Thomason and just
leading out in front at the moment is Symonds with 171. | guess we will see how the final standings sit at the end of this
week.

The 100% challenge is just one of a few new attendance related rewards we are starting to roll out after May half-term.
After all, being present at school both physically and ready to learn, is worth celebrating!

As part of our continued commitment to driving forward high-quality teaching and learning, we will be undertaking a range
of activities across the school during the coming weeks. Members of the senior leadership team will be speaking with
students both in and out of lessons to gather pupil voice and better understand their learning experiences. We will also be
reviewing students’ books to celebrate strengths and identify areas for further development. These activities will help us to
ensure that all students continue to learn in a stimulating, engaging and supportive environment, while also informing
priorities and improvements for the next academic year.

As we move towards the end of formal external GCSE and A Level examinations, we begin our own internal end of year
assessments.

Information has been sent out to parents regarding exams in Years 7, 8,9, 10 and 12.

Within tutor time, students have been learning revision techniques. It is important that self-study skills are learned at an
early stage and become habitual throughout their time in school.

The outcome of internal assessments are important, dictating class groupings and potentially target grades. They also
inform use of clear gaps in knowledge, both with individuals and across larger groups of students.

Supporting your child with revision through regular prompts, encouragement and time management is crucial. Thank you
for all you are doing in supporting their journey towards these assessments.

Two students created an exceptional, show-stopping cake that cleverly reflected ="
'My Last Duchess'. They brilliantly captured the poem's essence and historical - -
era, right down to the hand-picked roses. It was a true triumph that greatly

impressed the class, and we all enjoyed a slice.

Finally, | wish you all a lovely half-term. The weather forecast looks fabulous so
| hope it offers some relaxed time outside in the sunshine. Thanks for all your q
support this half-term. :



Year 11 Revision Sessions

JUNE 2026
GGSE INTENSIVE
REVISION SESSIONS

MON 1ST | TUES2ND | WED3RD | THUR4TH | FRISTH
PHYSICS & MATHS HISTORY ENGLISH

SCIENCE (AM) (AM) (AM)
(AM)
AFTERNOON = PHYSICS & BIOLOGY &
REVISION COMBINED MATHS HISTORY ENGLISH | COMBINED
SESSION SCIENCE SCIENCE

MONSTH | TUES9TH | WED 10TH | THUR 11TH | FRI12TH
BIOLOGY / | HISTORY MATHS | GEOGRAPHY | CHEMISTRY

SCIENCE (PM) (AM) (AM) / SCIENCE
(AM) (AM)
AFTERNOON CHEMISTRY = PHYSICS
REVISION HISTORY MATHS | GEOGRAPHY = GCOMBINED | (EXAMMON
SESSION SCENGE | 15TH- AM)

Paul Finch, Headteacher



