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Ready, Respect, Safe 

 

It has been a challenging week for us all in unprecedented temperatures.  It has needed a collective approach to try and over-
come the situation and I thank my senior team, all school staff, students and parents for remaining positive, resilient and sup-
portive throughout.  Whilst such challenging conditions have made this week difficult, it has also shone a spotlight on the 
strength of community within the school.  When the chips are down, all have stepped up and that is something that we all 
should be proud of.   
There is lots to celebrate in this Newsletter.  I watched with enormous pride as our superb Year 9’s were crowned Essex Winners 
of the Dora Love Prize, overcoming Colchester County High School for Girls, who placed runners up.  I found it quite emotional 
(seems to happen as I get older!) to see them present their project with such professionalism but also admired the message they 
attempted to carry through their project.   
We were also crowned District Athletics Champions last week (more in the Newsletter) for the first time in our history; an in-
credible effort by the many students involved and our fantastic PE team. 
Some of our Musicians in Year 10 performed as part of an event at St Peter’s Primary School and I received a lovely message 
from Mr Eynon, Headteacher, commending their efforts. 
It was also a pleasure to attend the Year 11 Prom on Wednesday.  Despite students arriving in full prom attire in 34o  heat, they 
pulled it off with style and grace.  They looked incredible and enjoyed an evening of dancing and celebration. 
I thank my Senior staff for their support with our Year 6 Parents’ Induction event on Saturday 20 June.  It was a pleasure to meet 
the parents of our new cohort and I hope that they left Saturday’s Induction with a clarity over what September looks like for 
their children. 
I wish you all a happy weekend, with slightly cooler temperatures, and look forward to a more ‘normal’ school week next week. 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

 

Ice Lollies 

As one adaptation to try and keep our students cool, we distributed hundreds of ice pops during lunchtime on Wednesday 
and Thursday this week.  This provided some light relief for students but also a significant amount of excitement!   
However, students were appreciative and it was nice that all of them were polite in queuing and expressing their thanks. 

 

Activities Week 
 

We are all excited that Activities Week is approaching quickly, and that final preparations are being made. 
If you haven’t paid for you child’s chosen activity, please do so as soon as possible to secure the place. 
Trip payments will close for the final time at 4.00 pm on Monday 29 June. 
Please also fill in the consent and medical form (if you haven’t already done so) and additional consent for the O2, Go Ape 
and Nuclear races. 
We do have a small number of spaces available on the following trips. If you would like one of these places, please        
contact the school by email. 
What we cannot unfortunately do at this stage is move students from one trip to another. 

• Chessington (Years 8 and 9 only) 
• Legoland 
• Go Ape (Years 8 and 9 only) 
• Nuclear Races 
• Sealife Centre & Cinema 

Timings for the trips and other details will be sent out early next week and will also be  
posted on the school’s website.  A letter has been circulated today to highlight the “in-
school” provision for those not on external trips on Wednesday and Thursday 8 and 9 July. 
Thank you for supporting activities week! 

 

 



                                   

 Year 10 6th Form Taster Day 
 

 

Last Thursday 18 June, Year 10 experienced a day in the life of a Hedingham Sixth Form student. Throughout the day   
students took part in Sixth Form subject taster lessons that were designed to enhance their knowledge of what post-16 
options they have available. The Year 10 students heard from current Sixth Form students on what it's like to study at 
Hedingham as well as make use of the Sixth Form only spaces such as the T Block and newly refurbished Cafe. As well 
as a range of A Level and Level 3 Vocational taster sessions there was a University and Apprenticeship workshop where 
students could find out about alternative routes post 16 and post 18.  
 

  

 

  
 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Year 9 School Council 
 

Our Year 9 School Council recently took part in a incredibly moving and inspiring visit to a local care home right here 
in Sible Hedingham. The purpose of the trip was to connect our young leaders with the older generation, interviewing 
the residents about their fascinating life stories and gathering words of wisdom for the youth of today. 
The students spent the morning deeply engaged in conversation, uncovering a treasure trove of living history. Among 
the many remarkable people they met, the students interviewed a resident who had emigrated all the way from Aus-
tralia, sharing stories of a life spent across the globe. Sports fans in the group were particularly starstruck to chat 
with a gentleman who had played football for Tottenham Hotspur many years ago, sharing memories of the beautiful 
game from a bygone era. 

The entire cohort represented Hedingham School with immense maturity, respect, and kindness. They were absolute 
credits to our community, proving that the gap between generations is easily bridged by a little conversation. 
A huge well done to the Year 9 School Council for making such a positive impact locally!   
 

 District Sports 
 

Our students delivered an outstanding performance at this year’s District Athletics, with success across all year 
groups. The Year 7 boys and girls led the way with a fantastic overall first place, setting the standard for the day. Year 
8 and 9 continued the strong showing, with both boys’ and girls’ teams achieving an impressive second place overall. 
In the senior age groups, the Year 10/11 girls were   exceptional, securing first place, while the boys competed strong-
ly to finish fourth. 
Overall, our school was crowned the combined boys’ and girls’ champions across all year groups, a testament to the 
effort, determination, and teamwork shown by every athlete. This collective achievement highlights the strength and 
depth of talent across the school. Individual performances have been recognised separately, but every participant 
contributed to a truly fantastic team result. 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Beyond the extraordinary stories, the 
most valuable lesson of the day was one 
of empathy and connection. Our Year 9 
students quickly realised just how        
precious a gift it is to simply give older       
people your time, your attention, and a 
listening ear. 



 

  
 

 

Dora Love 
 

A number of Year 9 students have been participating in the Dora Love prize for 2026. The prize was set up by Holo-
caust survivor Dora Love and challenges students to use what they have learnt about the Holocaust to come up with 
action plans to tackle identify based discrimination in their own communities.  
Year 9 chose to focus on migration/migrants. Their project involved researching the links people in Hedingham 
school have with other countries, discovering that we have links to every continent in the world apart from Antarctica. 
This research then formed the basis of PD sessions with Year 7 and 8 and outreach sessions at St Peters and De Vere 
primary school.  
On Wednesday 17 June, students attended Colchester Arts Centre to present their action plans in the Essex finals. 
They were up against 7 other schools but conducted themselves excellently and delivered a confident and well 
thought out presentation. They were commended by the judges for picking a topic that was so relevant to the current 
climate, and also for going out into the local community with their work. They were ultimately crowned Essex Winners 
and now progress to the National finals which will be held in Ipswich on the 3 July.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sponsorship 
 

 We are continually looking to improve our sports provision, through facility development as well as increased oppor-
tunities for participation and competition. 
We believe passionately that a thriving extra-curricular programme of sports participation and competition helps to 
develop well-rounded, confident and resilient young individuals.  All of the school’s character values of hard work, 
perseverance, resilience, accountability, ambition and kindness, are traits that can be reflected and fostered through 
involvement in sports and activity. 
We have an exciting schedule of sporting events planned both internally (through House Sport) and externally (local 
schools, regional and county competitions).  However, the costs incurred with providing our students with the best 
opportunities are considerable. 
We hope to attract some interest in Sponsorship, offering local businesses the opportunity to become involved.  
Some possible avenues may include: 

 
• Advertisement boards on the 3G pitch 
• Advertising on our team wear used in fixtures 
• Advertisement through social media communications and correspondence with the community                            

  regarding sporting fixture updates 
 

If you are interested in offering sponsorship within the PE Department, please contact Mr Sergeant directly via the 
following email address:  hed.sergeantd@hedingham.essex.sch.uk 

 
 Donation to the school of much needed Fans 

 

A big thank you to Twenty One Engineering for generously donating 11 remote- 
controlled 16” fans to our school   today, helping us to keep our students and  
staff cool and comfortable.  They have been distributed around  to some of the  
hottest classrooms  in the building  and staff and students are very appreciative. 
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The Hedingham Way 
 

Classroom Framework 
At Hedingham School, we are committed to ensuring that every student experiences high-quality teaching in every class-
room. As part of this commitment, staff have been consistently implementing The Hedingham Way – our shared class-
room framework for teaching and learning across the school. 
This framework provides a consistent structure to lessons and is designed to maximise student engagement, active learn-
ing and inclusivity. While lessons will always reflect the specific needs of different subjects and age groups, students will 
experience a common set of approaches that help them feel confident, supported and ready to learn. 
The Hedingham Way framework is inclusive of: 

 

Attendance 
 

This week we were pleased to have two forms who both fought it out for the title of "Attendance Form of the Week" with 
both Mrs Binder’s (Year 8) and Mrs Newland’s (Year 7) forms both coming joint first. They both enjoyed their small 
sweety surprise on Tuesday. Last week it was the turn of Mrs Spooners form (Year 7) who came in first! Well done to all 
the students for having such excellent attendance. 
Remember, as we get closer and closer to the summer holidays regular attendance remains hugely important to stu-
dent success. Students who miss lessons create gaps in their learning and whilst schools often talk about students 
‘catching up’, that phrase can be misleading. Missed school is not like a paused video that can simply be resumed    
later. The work can be revisited, but the lost learning time, teacher input, discussion and routine are much harder to 
replace . 

1. Meet and Greet - Students are welcomed into class and lessons begin 
purposefully. Teachers plan an activity to settle students quickly, activate 
prior knowledge and establish strong routines for learning. 

2. Adaptive Teaching - Our teachers know their classes well and use infor-
mation about students’ strengths and learning barriers to adapt their 
teaching. This helps ensure that all students are supported and              
challenged appropriately. 

3. Checking understanding of all students - Teachers regularly check every 
student’s understanding throughout lessons.  This helps staff identify mis-
conceptions quickly and make sure all students remain active in the 
classroom. 

4. Dynamic Feedback - Students receive timely verbal feedback during      
lessons so that they can improve their work straight away. Teachers ac-
tively circulate the classroom, guiding progress, addressing misunder-
standings and helping students stay fully engaged. 

5. Foundational Skills - Reading, writing, oracy and numeracy are planned for 
explicitly across the curriculum. By embedding these foundational skills in 
lessons, we help students access learning more confidently and           
communicate their ideas effectively. 



 

 

Year 11 Prom 
 

 A few pictures of our Year 11 students arrival and attendance to Prom on Wednesday 24 June 2026.  

 

 

 

Paul Finch, Headteacher 


